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Whole School Attendance:
97.9%

Last Saturday the team were in school working with Jamie from Talk
For Writing. It was a really good training day and I have already seen
some of the tools and activities Jamie shared with us being
implemented around school. Jamie fed back positively about the
learning culture and behaviours in school and felt the children were
very motivated and engaged in their learning. This was lovely to hear
and I felt very proud of our Lanesend family. Jamie will be returning to
the school again to see how we are developing our Talk For Writing but
we are definitely seeing an impact in the quality of writing the children
are creating.
Last weekend the staff had a one day weekend but this weekend we
have a three day weekend as we have our Bank Holiday. I was
thinking about the May Day Celebrations I experienced when I was at
primary and it was always such a big event with the crowning of the
‘May Queen’ and dancing around the Maypole. May Day was always to
celebrate new life and it falls exactly half way between spring and
summer, which when I was talking to my husband about this the other
day we realised we only have seven weeks until the longest day of the
year! However, that is seven weeks of the days getting longer and
more time to enjoy being out and about with our friends and families
and hopefully some summer evenings that are a little bit warmer then
the current temperatures! I think next year I am going to plan for a
traditional May Day Celebration as I am not sure that many of our
children would have experienced one. So it is in the diary for 2022!
As we head towards the end of next week, do not forget it is our
launch of our Rock Star Maths that coincides with World Number Day
and our dress up as a Rock Star Day on Friday 7th May. I was really
pleased that on our most recent assessments we have seen small steps
of progress in maths. This is really good as it has been a focus and the
area has been most impacted by COVID, followed by vocabulary which
is also an area that we have been working on for some time to develop
the children’s exposure and use of words. I know I have said this many,
many times but if you can help your child learn their number facts and
timetables it really does help with their maths confidence and avoids
creating maths anxiety. I am looking forward to seeing all the costumes
and launching Rock Star Maths at school.

The Isle of Wight College have also been in touch and can help us out
with pizza making in school too! I love that we can have lots of ‘can
do’ moments again and I hope to do as many as I possibly can for the
children but also for our families too. We were thinking that if the
COVID steps go to plan then possibly we could have a Family
Pyramid Sand Competition at the beach one evening and may even
think about an outside Summer Fayre towards the end of term. This
feels very exciting!
Our photographer is in for class photos on Tuesday 11th May and
hopefully it will be a lovely day so that we can do these outside.
Talking of classes, thank you to all the families who responded
regarding a class mix up. We are just collating all the results and will
have a discussion with the team to see if this will be implemented for
September. Previously, it has been always quite a clear no from
families however this year it is much closer and in some classes it is a
yes. There is lots to think about and consider and if the decision is to
move, mix some or all the classes up we will move this forward before
the transition days in July so we have plenty of time to make sure it is
the right way forward for the children and school.
As May is nearly here it also means that Dance Live is only three
weeks away! The children and the team have continued to work
hard on their performances, Miss Johnson has fitted all the costumes
and ordered all the makeup and hair accessories. The t-shirts have
been ordered and we are beginning to finalise the timetable for the
day. Although it is going to be a very different experience for the
children, I am so pleased that we were able to continue to participate
and ensure the children had something lovely to look forward to. It
will be very exciting having a television crew back in the school again
and I cannot wait to see the performance in its entirety. When it is
aired we will have to roll out the red carpet virtually!
Throughout COVID, we have had to adapt to different ways of
learning and teaching. One of them was to perform scenes in Dance
Live in year groups and in fact this made it more manageable and less
disruptive across the school so going forward we will continue to do
this. I have also been reflecting on things that have been a positive
change and I hope to maintain some of these moving forward. I am
also aware that the future is still a little uncertain and as a school we
will not rush to change things but keep things in place until we feel it
would be appropriate to consider a change. Please remember space,
face and wash your hands! I have sent out a reminder to the team
today to remind the children about washing their hands before
coming into school and leaving the school site.

As part of this term’s focus, ‘Written in Stone’ we have been speaking
to an artist, Helen Goodman who has agreed to come and work with
the school to create a mosaic for outside. We are hoping that every
child in the school will participate in the creation of the mosaic which
will celebrate our Love of Learning. I have also been in touch with the
Isle of Wight Schools Museum who are planning to come in to do some
workshops on the Stone Age and hoping to do visits to the Roman
Have a lovely long weekend, enjoy the extra day and although the
Villas on the Isle of Wight and possibly to the Roman Palace at
forecast is not looking as sunny I am sure you will all have a super time
Fishbourne just outside of Portsmouth.
together. Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoolder-brothers-hair-cut-charity/

Gentle Reminder: School and The Den will be
closed Monday 3rd May for Bank Holiday and will
reopen Tuesday 4th May.

Class Attendances
Mayflower

93.8%

Enterprise

99.7%

Golden Hinde 97.5%

Erebus

95.5%

Bluebell

100%

Resolution 100%

Friday 30th April— Written in Stone Week 3

Challenger

96.2%

Nimrod

Monday 3rd May— Bank Holiday—School
closed

Blossom

99%

Endeavour 98.9%

Terra Nova

98.2%

Santa Maria 96.1%

Reliance

99.0%

Endurance 97.4%

Tuesday 11th May— Class Photos

Beagle

98.1%

Halve Maen 99.1%

Saturday 22nd May—Dance Live!

Investigator

98.1%

Discovery

96.5%

The Ark

98.0%

Victoria

97.3%

100%

Well done to Hollie
Wilkie for your fantastic
artwork and beautiful
painting skills shown. We
love it and we will display
this in our Lanesend Art
Gallery.

Friday 7th May—

NSPCC Number Day—
Rock Star Dress Up
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Gryffindor House have kept their lead this week in the
House Totals with a huge 518 points! Well done.
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This week we have a ‘100 Challenge’ to coincide
with Sir Captain Tom Moore’s Birthday. Try and
100 kind things, 100 smiles, 100 acts of kindness
or 100 compliments. Let us know how you get
on and send us in some photos!

This week’s debate...
What’s going on this week?
Children's Laureate, Cressida Cowell, has written a letter asking the prime minister to allocate £100m a year to help school libraries. The writer said she
wanted "something hopeful to come out of the darkness of the pandemic. If you want to level up, libraries have to be a key part of that." She had said she
would like funding to be guaranteed in particular for primary school libraries in the way that it is for other areas such as sport. The letter has also been
signed by former Children's Laureates including Michael Rosen, Quentin Blake and Jacqueline Wilson.

Main question:
Should all schools have a library?
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Please remember to book and
pay in advance for School
Lunches on your School Money
account at home. You can also
ring the office to add dinner top
up onto your child’s account to
help with budgeting for the
month. Thank you!
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