ad sciurus
THE SQUIRREL

Mr Andre has completed his first Maths Newsletter Ad Infinitum which
will be sent home today and I hope that you will enjoy the activities
and the support and advice it gives. There is an article included by the
Maths Anxiety Trust, you can click on the link to take you through to the
information. Maths Anxiety is something I have seen grow in the many,
many years I have been in schools and sometimes it is not obvious why
we have had a shift in the enjoyment and love of maths. I have to say I
do really love maths. Was this down to my teachers, the activities we did
or my aptitude in seeing pattern? I imagine it is a combination of
everything and I often think about how I can recreate my positive
experience of maths when I was little for our children today. However, it
is now more complex than ever but as a school we are determined to
help our children overcome any anxieties and develop a love and
enjoyment of maths. I hope you have been planning your Rock Star
outfit for Friday 7th May (14 days until our Rock Star launch!)
It was so lovely to have a ‘can do’ moment yesterday with the children
going swimming. The buzz around the school was very exciting and it
all went very well. We had lots of comments this morning about ‘is it
swimming again?’ We have also been able to restart our clubs this week
and I was most impressed with Mr Andre’s DJ Club how exciting to have
Martin Doorly supporting this club who is a famous DJ who travels all the
way around the World. We are hoping that when his travels bring him to
the Isle of Wight he may come and visit us too. All the clubs were a buzz
with excitement and enjoyment.
Another ‘can do’ moment, next week I have an Artist from the Isle of
Wight who is going to come in to discuss helping to create a mosaic
with the children as part of the curriculum learning ‘Written In Stone’.
This will be a lovely project to do as a whole school and one that I hope
will be part of the school in years to come. We are also looking for
someone who can come in and make pizza with the children who is able
to do the flamboyant dough skills with the children too. If you know
anyone could you let the office know. We are also moving on with our
Watersports with Year 5 at UKSA and we are just trying to secure some
funding to help with the costs. However, Year 6 have got their ‘Test the
Water’ session booked in for Tuesday 15th June at UKSA too. We have
also secured a Bikeability course for a small group of children in years 5
and 6 and the information for this will be with you soon. It all feels
very exciting! However, we do need to remember to follow the rules and
keep the COVID numbers down so that we can keep doing ‘can do’
things.

Issue 27 Thursday 22nd April 2021

Talking about new children, I would like to welcome the following
children and their families to our school. Welcome Nylah, Violet,
Scarlett, Isobel and Iyanna and we hope that you enjoy being part of
the Lanesend family.
Did you know that today on the Isle of Wight is St. Arwald’s Day? Way
back in 686 AD, Arwald was the last Jutish King and the last pagan King
in England, who lived on the Isle of Wight. Maybe you could find out a
little more. It is also Earth Day today and the children will have been
looking at caring after our Earth as part of our Eco Awards
Development. I was watching a programme the other evening about
the Kingdom of Bhutan which is the only Carbon Negative place in the
World. It was a really interesting programme and how the happiness
and health of the people came before wealth and growth. Again, it
would be great if the children can find out a little bit more about the
Kingdom of Bhutan.
We have signed up to the My School Fund Initiative which if you
register and shop at specific shops the school earns money. I know
other schools have been doing this for a while and we thought it would
be good to give it a go too.
Thank you to all those that have already completed the survey
regarding mixing the classes from September. I have had a few
families to say that I needed another option to say that they did not
mind and they would go with what the school thought. I will remember
to add this next time. As always, all our decisions are what is best for
the children and we will consider the views of everyone. The children
have been asked in the classrooms as well as the teachers sharing their
thoughts as well. The survey closes tomorrow so if you have not yet
completed yours please do so as your voice is important too.
We have one more week in school until the long weekend for May Bank
Holiday. The school is completely closed on Monday 3rd May 2021. We
are considering opening The Den for a little longer in the Summer
Holidays until Friday 20th August and only closing for the week before
we return to school. We do return to school for our next Academic Year
2021-2022 on Wednesday 1st September. This is not a Staff
Development Day for us.

I am sure that many of our families watched
the funeral of The Duke of Edinburgh. There
were so many moments taken from it but
It was so lovely to receive the list of the children who are joining us in for me the picture of the Horseshoe Cloister
September. Our new families will have received a pack and was the most poignant.
information about starting school, home visits and transition days. The
school is now offering in person tours if you would like to book one in, April has not seen the showers that it has been most famous for and
especially if you missed out during lockdown. We would love to meet the sun is continuing to shine into next week too. Lovely!
you and our meeters and greeters are ready and waiting!

Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoolder-brothers-hair-cut-charity/

This week’s debate...
What’s going on this week?
The Union Jack will be flown on UK Government buildings every day of the
year under plans to celebrate the United Kingdom’s heritage and pride.
Ministers are set to issue new guidance this week to get the worldfamous flag displayed all year round – not just on designated days. Under
current guidance, the flag is only required to be flown on all UK Government buildings in England, Wales and Scotland on special days, such as
the Queen’s birthday.
Main question:
Should we be allowed to fly flags anywhere?

Friday 30th April— Written in Stone Week 3
Monday 3rd May— Bank Holiday—School
closed
Friday 7th May— NSPCC Number Day—
Rock Star Dress Up

Well done to our Year 6 Good To Be Green
children this week who enjoyed a yummy
breakfast in The Den today. Well done all!

Last week’s Answer:
100. The numbers inside each triangle total 200.
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Well done to Gryffindor House who led the
way in our House Point totals. Well done
Team Gryffindor!
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Our Thoughtful Thursday
this week ties in with
Earth Day today. Try and
plant some seeds for your
garden and see what you
can grow. Thank you to
Nicola Vozza and his
family for the kind
donation of Tomato Seeds
to grow in school.
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