ad sciurus
THE SQUIRREL

As I am writing this I know that I am on my last day of isolation
and can return to school tomorrow. Hooray! This is my first
experience of working at home and I hope it is not one I have to
repeat. I find it very intense and I have missed the interaction with
the children, team and families. Whilst I have been working at
home I have kept in touch with the team and what has been
happening in school. The Dojo posts have been a delight and I can
see that Daisy has continued to fulfil her role in school. She has
returned to Dog Training this week and Mrs Flux said she was
excellent, so well done Daisy!
I have been very impressed with the activities in school but
particularly the range of topics for Speech Week this week which
is around the focus of ‘Is Change Good?’ I was very interested in
Blake’s focus on electric cars as this is a regular debate in my
household with two very keen car enthusiasts. Children have
chosen focuses from environmental change to historical changes.
Mrs Napier and Miss Hopkinson completed an Oracy Learning
Walk this week and were delighted with the confidence and
activities that the children were participating in. I cannot stress
enough the importance of talk. The more we talk, discuss, share,
build-upon, agree and disagree on, the more confident we are in
school groupings, interviews, careers, learning and writing. It
reaches far and wide. I am so looking forward to seeing the
speeches.
This Friday 19th March, is Red Nose Day and children can come in
dressed as their own super heroes representing their superhero
powers they would like or a super hero they would like to
celebrate from a year of COVID (we are not encouraging
commercial Marvel heroes). A £1 donation has been added to your
child’s School Money account. Let’s do lots of silly things to laugh
together and enjoy the moment.
Next week in school we will head towards the end of the Spring
term. We would have had an Easter Celebration but this year we
are going to keep it quite low key. We have our R.E Day on
Thursday 25th March and the Easter Hunt on the last day of term,
Friday 26th March. Over the Easter break we will set a challenge
of the best Easter bonnet, the best Easter cake and the best Easter
Decoration or Garden. Next year, I hope we will fill our school
again with Easter crafts and bakes to share and enjoy. Do not
forget to bring in Easter egg donations that will be collected at the
entrances of the school over the coming days. We have had a
lovely donation of eggs from Asda and Morrison's in Newport
which we were very grateful to receive. Thank you all.
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I hope you have enjoyed meeting with the teachers this week. I
know it is always a delight to share your child’s learning and their
successes in school (I have to admit I was always the teacher who
overran as I enjoyed talking about the children so much!) I have
also received some lovely feedback which is always such a lift to
receive and hear.
Talking about lifts; I was so pleased that the Mother’s Day
message was a successful and lovely moment. The children were
very excited and did so well as we had to change the plans quickly
to accommodate the weather. I am so pleased we did as the rainy
weather would have made it impossible to do. Steve from
IOWight Drones was excellent and so accommodating. I loved it
and shared it with my Mummy too! (Our Mums are the best it’s
true!)

Thank you Team Lanesend and IOWight Drones—
‘Our Mums Are The Best’.

The children have been a little more emotional this week and this
is to be expected and understandable. It will take time to settle
into school and learning for everyone. We will continue to support
and do what needs to be done for all the children and our
families.
It is the Census this Sunday 21st March so remember to log on
online and complete yours if you have not done it via the post. It
is such an interesting topic and a part of history.
Hopefully with the sun beginning to make more of an appearance.
Spirits will lift as well as the restrictions.
Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoWe currently have 2older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
Midday Supervisory Assistant positions available:

10.83 hours a week—Term time only
Email: office.manager@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk

This week’s debate...

Dates for your Diary

What’s going on this week?
A group of rebellion protesters in Euston Square Gardens, who built a 100ft
(30m) tunnel under the gardens to protest against the HS2 high-speed railway
line, have all now been evicted. They are campaigning against the development, which plans to improve transport links between parts of the north of
England and London. The issue the protesters have, is that the planned route
runs through areas of ancient woodlands and wildlife habitats.
Main question:
How far should you go to stand up for what you believe in?

Friday 19th March — Red Nose Day—Hero
Dress Up
Thurs 25th March—

R.E Day

Friday 26th March— Easter Egg Treasure
Hunt
Friday 26th March— Last Day of Term

Monday 12th April— Summer Term Starts

Last week’s answer: Spade = 2, Club =
4, Diamond = 6, Heart = 8

Well done to Hollie Wilkie for
her beautiful artwork this
week. We are so impressed
with your creativity!
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It is all change this week with Gryffindor in the lead
with a huge 490 points! Well done Team Gryffindor.
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This week’s challenge set by our Year 3 Eco-Champions is to have a think about how you can
save energy at home. Please share any photos with us as we cannot wait to see what you
came up with! Email them to: Tara.hopkinson@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk
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Tuesday 9th March 2021

Dear Families,
As you may be aware, the government have announced another increase to the National Living Wage,
which comes into effect on the 1st April 2021. This has a direct impact on our staffing costs for The
Squirrel’s Den. We have not increased our charges since September 2019, even with the National
Minimum Wage increase each year.
I am afraid after much careful consideration we are in a position where we will have to increase our
charges to cover the increased staffing costs that we will incur. We are only passing half of the increase
amount on to our families. The rise will make the new charges as follows:

Breakfast Club:
Per Session

£3.60

The Squirrel’s Den after school sessions and holiday sessions:
Hourly Rate

£3.60

After School Session 2:45pm to 6:00pm

£9.80 (£1 discount)

Full day 8.00am to 6:00pm (10 hours)

£32.40 (£3.60 discount)

In order to give the families plenty of notice, we have decided to delay the start date of these new
charges to the 1st September 2021.
As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Kind Regards
Caroline Sice
Headteacher
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