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It has been a lovely week in school and the children have settled well.
Even though they loved seeing the team it was their friends that were
the excitement of the week. You can really see how good it has been
for the children’s wellbeing to be with their friends again. It is as
though they have their own sunshine bursting forth! I know we were
hoping for a full opening and I cannot express how sad and frustrated
we were when we had to isolate some of our Year 2 children. However,
they have all been learning at home and doing really well and will be
with us again on Monday. I have been reading about other schools
across the country who have experienced similar events so it is really
important that we continue to follow the guidance so that we can keep
the numbers low. Please wear your face coverings and masks, arrive
within your allocated times, keep your distance and leave the area as
soon as you can. If we all do this we are all helping to keep each other
safe.
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Unfortunately the cost of our out of school provisions, Breakfast Club
and The Den will also rise from September. I know it is not the best
news as it has been so challenging for so many but we really have not
got the monies to absorb it all. As always we can arrange support for
any family so please just let us know.
We have had enquiries regarding our Little Canada trip in May and
France trip in July and as it is today we really have no further
information to give our families but we are on it and as soon as we
do we will let you know. Please return the France Passport Form to
school if you have not done so already. If you need another form
please contact the office. It has however been great to book The Lion,
The Witch and The Wardrobe for November 2021. We only have a
few tickets left so if you would like your child to join us please call the
office on 293233 to secure a ticket with a £20 deposit. Very exciting!

We are busy planning the Summer term and beyond as we only have
Talking about keeping safe cars must not drive down to the school
seventy five school days left to the end of the school year and we
gates, it is just not the right thing to do! The right thing to do is to
want to make as many special moments as we can. We are also
park safely away from the school and walk safely into school.
planning next year and have already thought of three fabulous
The children have had a lovely week in school and engaged many learning focuses, ‘Polar Opposites’, ’If we Go Down To The Woods
exciting Science activities as part of British Science Week. I have loved Today’ and ’Put Another Brick In The Wall’. These will explore the
seeing the posts on Dojo. I have also loved seeing Ballet, Dance Live Polar regions, The Anniversary of the Woodland Trust and the
and Drumming begin again in school and Year 4 are going to be beginning of Hadrian’s Wall in AD 122. We are also exploring our
starting Guitar Lessons in school. Music is so important to experience budget options for classes next year so there is lots going on behind
as it has multiple benefits. Research shows that learning a musical the scenes as always.
instrument increases your life outcomes during education and beyond.
Just a reminder that next Friday 19th March is Red Nose day and we
Over the next couple of weeks we shall return to more of the activities
are coming in dressed as a super hero that represents the super
we do in school with full clubs resuming in year group bubbles after the
power we would like to have. You could even come in dressed as a
12th April.
lockdown hero that has inspired you. It will be lovely to enjoy a Red
This week you will receive your child’s Annual Report, Pupil Progress Nose Day full of laughter, which is something I have very much
Report and a FLiC review ready for Pupil Progress Meetings next missed.
week. It has been a real pleasure reading the children’s reports and
We are asking for donations of small chocolate eggs for our end of
Mrs Napier and I have commented on the reports between us. If you
term Easter Egg Hunt on the last day of term, Friday 26th March. A
have not secured a Pupil Progress Meeting with your child’s class
huge thank you to the families who have already donated eggs to us,
teacher please contact them and they will be very pleased to arrange it
we are so very grateful. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
for you. On the reports you will see some changes that I hope you will
find useful and informative. I do know that they really help us drill I am working from home for the next few days and can be contacted
through email or through the school as I was pinged by the NHS. I am
down and ensure we are providing what every child needs.
well and no symptoms but following the advice of Public Health
As a school we are really trying to rebook events that we have missed
England. My first time experiencing being at home and already I miss
due to COVID. We have provisionally booked swimming for Years 1
the children and school. Daisy is in school as she had so many
through to Year 4 in the Summer term. However, we have had to
appointments to carry out in her diary with the children.
source new swimming instructors and book eight hours of pool hire.
We have seen rising changes in cost, not only these costs but costs Finally, may I wish you all a beautiful Mother’s Day. Mums and
across everything and although as a school we can help subsidise these special ladies everywhere, know you are loved and doing a great job.
costs we cannot afford to take all the costs so unfortunately swimming Look our for a special message on Sunday from our children.
is going to incur a rise in weekly payments in the summer term.

Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoReminder:
Please remember to book your child
older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/

Polite
into the Breakfast Club in advance so that we can make
sure this is staffed accordingly to bookings. Thank you.

This week’s debate...
What’s going on this week?
Last month, Nasa’s £1.9 billion rover mission successfully landed on
Mars after its seven-month, 290-million-mile journey from Earth. The
rover, named Perseverance is packed with ground-breaking technology. The mission marks an ambitious first step in the effort to collect
samples from Mars and return them to Earth. It is thought that life forms
from Earth could temporarily survive a Mars-like atmosphere.

Main question:

Could you imagine living on another planet?

Dates for your Diary
Friday 19th March —

Red Nose Day—Hero
Dress Up

Monday 15th March— Pupil Progress
Meetings—All Week
Thursday 18th March— Speech Day in School
Friday 19th March —

Red Nose Day—Hero
Dress Up

Friday 26th March—

Easter Egg Treasure
Hunt

Friday 26th March—

Last Day of Term

Monday 12th April—

Summer Term Starts

Please remember: Only Support Dogs
or Ability Dogs are permitted on the
school site. Thank you.

We currently have 2 MSA positions available:
Midday Supervisory Assistant
10.83hrs
Term time
Scale pt. 2
Charli Reading – office.manager@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk
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A huge THANK YOU to Asda in Newport for
the kind donation of chocolate eggs for our
Easter Egg Hunt on the last day of term. So
very kind.

Last week’s answer:
2940. Add the alphanumeric values of each
letter of the colour and multiply the pairs.

Some of our lovely Reception children enjoying their school
lunch this week. These can be pre-booked at home on your
child’s School Money. Yummy!
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Well done to Ravenclaw who have won
this week's House Point totals with a huge
313! Well done Team Ravenclaw.
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Friday 19th March

Issue 23 Thursday 11th March 2021

Tuesday 9th March 2021

Dear Families,
As you may be aware, the government have announced another increase to the National Living Wage,
which comes into effect on the 1st April 2021. This has a direct impact on our staffing costs for The
Squirrel’s Den. We have not increased our charges since September 2019, even with the National
Minimum Wage increase each year.
I am afraid after much careful consideration we are in a position where we will have to increase our
charges to cover the increased staffing costs that we will incur. We are only passing half of the increase
amount on to our families. The rise will make the new charges as follows:

Breakfast Club:
Per Session

£3.60

The Squirrel’s Den after school sessions and holiday sessions:
Hourly Rate

£3.60

After School Session 2:45pm to 6:00pm

£9.80 (£1 discount)

Full day 8.00am to 6:00pm (10 hours)

£32.40 (£3.60 discount)

In order to give the families plenty of notice, we have decided to delay the start date of these new
charges to the 1st September 2021.
As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the school.
Kind Regards
Caroline Sice
Headteacher
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This week our Trick was ‘Different
Sum’. You can watch Mrs Domoney’s
Trickbox video activity on our
Lanesend YouTube channel this week.
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