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THE SQUIRREL

I woke up this morning and I was not quite sure how I felt about the
date of Monday 8th March. In some ways it is good to have a point
that may be the beginning of the end but on the other hand it feels
such a long way away and we just want our children back in school.
We will keep you updated with any information that we receive but
we often get it at exactly the same time as the whole country. As soon
as we do know though we will be on it and planning to get the
children back as soon as we can.
It has been our third week of our ‘Rain, Steam and Speed’ focus and I
do feel it is a really great focus. I love the link to the Isle of Wight
and the Steam Railway and Turner and to the land speed record but
also the breadth and depth of history it explores too. Please do share
any personal history that you may have linked to your family or any
interesting facts that you yourself have researched that you think the
children may like to learn about. Our curriculum is a curriculum that
grows and learn with the children and I really could not bear doing the
same every year. I had to do this once in a previous school that I
worked in where all the topics were set and for example Year 2 did
‘The Great Fire of London every year! We are just beginning to think
about focuses for the next academic year and again if you have
something that you think might make a really good learning theme in
school then please do let us know.
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Next week the children will be having a go at recording their own
stories to share as a Jackanory focus (if you are as old as I am, you will
know what Jackanory is! If not it was a story telling programme when I
was a little girl that I used to love!)
It would have been our ‘HERO—Here Everyday, Ready On Time’ week
in school next week and this got us thinking about attendance and
continuing with our attendance cheques. It will be a combination of
children attending from home and children in school so that each class
can still earn their attendance cheques ready to spend it on something
nice at the end of the year. HERO week is a little bit more challenging at
the moment and we would like the children to identify a hero in school.
If you would like to send me your nominations and why you are
nominating a member of staff as your hero I can then share it
throughout our HERO week and spread a little love and happiness to
the team in school too (I could also find them a hero cape to wear for
the day!)

Our ‘Sing-up’ assembly would have also taken place next week but I
am going to ask staff to move it to the last week and for them to video
a song to share with you all and raise our spirits. We used to really
enjoy getting together for our sing-up assemblies and it reminded me of
Mr Cooper. I heard from him today and he sends his love to everyone
and hopes that we are all doing okay. How lovely to hear from him and
keep in touch. He misses us and we miss him (I am sure everybody could
This week in school the year leads have also sent out reading say what they miss from choir to his cheesy assemblies).
conferences to share with you at home. I hope you have found these
We have booked the tickets for The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe
helpful and can help support your children develop their reading skills
for Thursday 25th November 2021 for current years 1-5 and the forms
because it is really important that we learn to read so that we can have now gone out for you to sign up and reserve your seat! We are
read to learn. I have had some really positive feedback about the very excited that we have managed to organise this and have something
Reading Eggs and how much some of the children are really enjoying to look forward to! We are also hoping that Little Canada and France will
it. I am pleased we took a little time to research all the different still go ahead especially if we can get the vaccinations out and COVID
providers and we hope that we have chosen correctly for you all. I numbers down. I think I have said this before but our best days are yet
have also had a couple of book reviews and would love a few more. to come!
Thank you to the children who have shared their reviews with me.
Some gentle reminders: driving down to the gate at the front of the
They definitely made me want to read the book!
school is dangerous. There is often no where to park and then people
The staff training session last Friday was really valuable and it has have to turn backing into the school entrance. How a child has not been
been great to see the skills learnt being shared with the children in hurt up to now is a miracle. Please do not drive down to the gate. Please
school. I have had a couple of paintings shared with me but more think of others. If your child needs to come to school before their
artwork would be most welcome from both children and adults. Find scheduled time then you do need to book them into the Half Hour club
your favourite place on the Island and paint it. I think you would really we cannot always accommodate looking after them if teachers or staff
are not in the classrooms. Monies: if any outstanding monies could be
enjoy the calm and reflective moments it can bring.
paid this will help us maintain our cash flow and ensure that we can
As January draws to a close and February begins so we head towards continue buying what we need for the children in school. Thank you.
lighter days. We are looking forward to a Story Telling Week in school
The last two times that they have mentioned snow for the Isle of Wight
next week and this is supported by our Bedtime Stories told by our
we have missed out and another cold snap is on its way and I know
staff. I hope you are enjoying them. I loved Mrs Flux’s last night!
that it would be magical to have some snow but I am not holding out!
Especially the waddling bit! Look out for more bedtime stories coming

soon.

Have a lovely weekend. Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoolder-brothers-hair-cut-charity/

This week’s debate...
What’s going on this week?
On 20th January, Joe Biden became the 46th President of the United States, taking
over from his predecessor, Donald Trump. The inauguration ceremony took place
last week, marking the start of the new president's time in charge. Usually, the
outgoing president attends to welcome in the next president, but this year Mr
Trump did not attend the event. In the oath taken at the ceremony, Joe Biden
promised to the American people to do his best to protect the country and do a
good job of being their leader.

Main question:
What makes a good leader?

Last week’s answer:
P. Write the alphabet in a circle. NOP
are the letters diametrically opposite
ABC.

We have an MSA position available:
Midday Supervisory Assistant
10.83hrs
Term time
Scale pt. 2
Charli Reading – office.manager@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk
Friday 29th January 2021 @ midday
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Starting this week, we are launching ‘Thoughtful Thursday.’ Every Thursday, Daisy
and Miss Hopkinson, along with children from our teams in school, will be setting
a challenge to encourage our children to do something thoughtful for their families, the community or the environment. There will be tokens available for children who complete the challenge each week. Please share any photos of your
child taking part in these challenges with Miss Hopkinson, by emailing
tara.hopkinson@lanesendpri.iow.sch.uk

In Year 6 in science this week
we learnt about reversible and
irreversible changes. Olivia
Cockburn made some delicious
eggs on toast and described the
changes that had happened.
Well done Olivia!
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Here is the Action For Happiness Calendar for
February:
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The Quay Arts
OFF THE RAILS Online Exhibition: Sunday 24th January – Saturday 20th March
In our latest exhibition, OFF THE RAILS, we have partnered with Isle of Wight Steam Railway to
celebrate their 50th anniversary moving from Newport to Havenstreet, by showing artefacts,
signs and memorabilia from their collection, related objects and artworks from the IW Heritage
Service Collection, AJ Wells & Sons, as well as a series of artist’s and school’s response work. We
had hoped to install this exhibition in our West Gallery and open to the public in early January,
but due to the new lockdown restrictions, we have digitised the works and brought the exhibition
to life online!
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