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I think lockdown has come just in time for the Isle of Wight, as we have
seen quite a rise in confirmed cases on the Island and in schools. This is to
be expected, and I know all the schools are working with the DfE and
Public Health to give the correct advice and actions to schools and families.
This is different in different situations, which can appear a little
inconsistent to general advice. I have a friend who is a Headteacher in
Fleet who has had several staff members test positive, and for each
individual case the advice was different depending on contact and how
long they had not been in school for. I was a bit taken aback too when she
explained what she had to do, but was reassured that she had followed
advice and no further cases have occurred at this time. We monitor very
carefully and if we are unsure we will always take advice from other
professionals so that we can advise our families the best we can too. We
are always here if you have any worries and would like to chat them
through. Such heartening news that a vaccine is imminent.

Next week is week eight of our Whole New World topic and we are
preparing for our Thanksgiving Day on the 26th November to celebrate
Harvest and the very first Thanksgiving in America that took place
between the Native Americans and the Pilgrims. Don’t forget the children
have been asked to come dressed either as a Pilgrim or in a costume
reflecting the time of the Mayflower’s voyage in 1620. I have my costume
ready and I am looking forward to seeing what everyone else comes to
school in. I have a cheeky ask: we do need some Pilgrim costumes for
Dance Live and if anyone would be willing to donate their costume after
our Thanksgiving Day we would be so grateful—and of course we would
quarantine it before we used it!

Tomorrow is Children in Need day, and the children can come to school
wearing spots. They have participated in the range of lovely activities
that have come through from Joe Wicks to Blue Peter. Do not forget to pay
your £1 donation via School Money. We are definitely missing our cake
sales and coin collections this year.

signed up so far, but would like to encourage more families to sign up to
Studybugs as it would be a great way to notify us of your child’s
attendance.

Dance Live is coming along really well, and actually Mary feels that
working in bubbles is better than across the year groups and this would be
a good way to continue. We have spoken this week and we are going to
plan as though we are going to go over to Portsmouth Guildhall and will try
We have had a lovely week in school exploring kindness, anti-bullying, and book Blue Funnel Cruises form Cowes to Portsmouth again. I will
Children in Need, Remembrance and taking time out of the day to put enquire about a separate parent boat too. We are always looking for
down the pens and talk. This children have been animated when sharing hairdressers and make-up artists to join us on the day and we are hoping
their thoughts and wanting to know more about the ‘Tomb of the to recreate the Mayflower on stage if you can help us please let us know.
Unknown Warrior’ which we talked about yesterday in remembrance, and Since September, we have been part of a free trial using Studybugs. You
they have been showing each other kindness from compliments to helping may be forgiven thinking this is something to do with learning, however it
each other. As part of our Kindness Week, the children have made a is an attendance app and it allows families to text or email in which the
kindness heart where they have written a kind thought or a kind quote to school then receives. However, it also give sus a weekly report of the types
share in the community. We would like the children to bring the hearts of illnesses being reported, how this compares to local areas, it will
out of school on Friday and tie them to their gate posts or on their front highlight for example if there is lots of chicken pox and if other schools are
doors to bring a little kindness to the world.
experiencing this too, so it is really useful. We have about half the school

Some boring stuff next… Parking! Please park considerately and safely
and avoid driving to the school at all times as it really does get very busy
at the gates now. Don’t forget to make payments for any outstanding
debts. I know the team are reminding families but again it would be great if
you could just pop online and pay! The office are always here to help if you
have any problems getting online. They can also take payment over the
phone if that is easier for you. Hoodies and zoodies in school need to be
school ones please. I am looking in to a school tracksuit for PE and will let
you know if I find one at a reasonable price. On another note, if your child
has Wellington boots that they can leave in school that would be really
helpful as we head in to the muddy season.

I just wanted to say thank you to the team for organising the Christmas
gift order this year. It has been quite a task of thinking of different ways
to get it all done without sending things home and back to school during
COVID restrictions, but the team have done it and Chloe is currently hand
writing out the hundreds of orders that we have had in ready to post off
tomorrow. Good job, team! Still on the Christmas theme, our raffle has
gone live and I am pleased to say that it has worked doing it virtually. We
will during the Christmas week also pull the raffle and video it to send out to
families. There are lots of great prizes and gifts so please do buy your tickets
and be part of the raffle to have a chance to win. The class in the lead at the Just to finish off, I am more aware that this second lockdown is possibly
moment is Challenger. This can change at any time over the coming weeks.
having more of an impact on the children as some have expressed that
Next week in school I am going to send out a survey in five parts. This may they are cross and confused about not being able to see their friends and
sound a little excessive but I didn’t want to send five separate surveys. It will family but are still coming to school. We are supporting the children in this,
cover Ofsted, reports, wellbeing, free school meals and National but if you do have any particular worries let us know and we can put a
Assessments. Your views are important to us so that we can progress the little more support in for your child.
school and make sure that we are providing what you need, rather than what
we think you may need.

Have a lovely week, Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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GENTLE REMINDER:
https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-twoIf you are using salary sacrifice schemes to pay for
older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/

childcare please let the office know and also let us
know any relevant reference numbers so we can
apply the payments to your account. Please remember these can only be used for childcare costs.

This week’s debate...

Dates for your Diary
Fri 13th Nov

World Kindness Day

Should we repurpose unused cruise ships?

Fri 13th Nov

Children In Need

Cruise ships around the world have found themselves
docked and empty due to current travel restrictions.
One former cruise ship captain, Paul Derham, has
been using his ferry to organise tours to sail around
some of the docked cruise ships in Dorset. Each of the
cruise ships still have around 80-100 crew on board to
ensure they remain safe at anchor. Some of the unused cruise ships have offered to work as ‘floating hospitals’ whilst they are unable to travel.

Fri 13th Nov

A Whole New World Week 8

Fri 20th Nov

A Whole New World Week 9

WOW! Look how
fantastic Tommy
Banasiak’s salt dough
sign for his class ‘HMS
Beagle’ is. Well done
Tommy.

Thurs 26th Nov Thanksgiving and Harvest
Celebrations
Thurs 26th Nov Pilgrimage Dress Up Day

Last week’s Answer:

11. It is a series of prime
numbers.
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Gryffindor
are in the
lead this
week in our
House
Points.
Well done
Team
Gryffindor!

‘Spotty’ Mufti Day—Friday 13th November
For Children in Need
£1 donation through School Money
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Joe will start his PE challenge at 9.25am on
Thursday 12 November, aiming to finish a
day later at 9.25am on Friday 13 November.
He'll be doing a range of activities from cycling to yoga, boxing to rowing... and of
course his signature HIIT workouts. He’ll
also be joined virtually by a host of celebrity
guests - including Radio 2 presenters throughout the 24 hours to give him loads
of encouragement in his challenge to help
raise funds for BBC Children in Need.

Why not try your
own Joe Wick 5Minute Workout
this weekend!
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