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We are in the penultimate day but the very last newsletter of this academic 

year. When I look back to the very first newsletter of this year where we 

talked about how excited we were to be back at school with so many 

fabulous smiles and welcoming hugs, how different the year has ended from 

the hopes and dreams that we started from. I do know that sometimes it is 

very hard to see the good in situations and our current situation under Covid-

19. I imagine there have been days that have not been very shiny and bright 

but I do also hope that we all take positive moments from this pandemic and 

remember great moments we spent with our family, the pure delight in 

meeting our friends again and the excitement of returning to school. I have 

just been looking at the children’s wellbeing survey and it was so lovely to 

read that so many of the children missed school, missed the learning and had 

no worries about coming back to school in September. This heartened me 

and I know that it will be better than okay! In our staff meeting last week I 

asked the same questions about one positive moment from Covid-19. There 

were some great answers from reconnecting with families through Zoom, 

time with loved ones that we could only ever wish for and seeing how 

technology has impacted positively in many areas of our lives. I do hope that 

you too have positive moments to take, not only from Covid-19 but 

throughout the year in school. Some of the highlights include a trip to 

Kidzania, which we absolutely loved. It was so wonderful to see the children 

enjoy being a grown up for the day and how lucky we were to go as lockdown 

occurred shortly afterwards. Our trip to The Mayflower to see Nativity and 

taking a moment to watch Santa fly across Southampton and see the delight 

on the faces of the children. The Japanese learning and all the activities which 

have really engaged the interest of all the children and the team and I have 

loved seeing all the learning produced. I was also amazed at the art pictures 

that were created during lockdown. I have another challenge for you for this 

summer to recreate an iconic album cover. Please do send your creations in.  

Today we sent out the September Information and Frequently Asked 

Questions. If you do have any further worries or concerns, then do email me 

and I will be in touch. I have had a couple of emails regarding how difficult the 

staggered drop off and picks up are and I do completely understand. 

Unfortunately, we are being guided to keep this in place for the time being 

and I am not sure how long it will take the children to wash their hands and 

enter each classroom. We are installing more sinks and hopefully once we get 

into the swing of it with everyone being back then we may be able to reduce 

the staggered times for families. We did think about many different options 

including families coming to school in alphabetical order but this just became 

unmanageable as it could mean that children were coming into the classroom 

for more than an hour at the beginning and the end of the day and it was felt 

to be too disruptive. We have also thought about opening the gate on the 

field but this is dependant on it being dry. However, it would be great to do 

some fundraising to put in a path in and a golden mile track on the field.  

Talking about fundraising, we suddenly thought that we may not be able to 

do the Christmas fayre, The Valentine Disco, and Movies Nights in our 

traditional way. However, we have come up with alternative ways and we 

are going to begin with virtual LEAF meetings when we return in September 

which I hope will enable lots more people to be able to join and share ideas. 

We also thought that families may be in favour of a donation to the school to 

help with fundraising but I will come back to this all in September once we 

have formulated a cunning plan! We have lots planned for the children and 

we know we can make it work and keep everyone safe too.  

As this is the final newsletter it is time to say goodbye to some of our 

lovely team members. My heart felt thanks to all the members of the team 

who have supported the children, the families and the team whilst they have 

been here at Lanesend. Every person is an important part of our team and 

we cant do it individually, we can only do it together. To Mr Read, who I am 

sure will never forget his primary school experience I thank you. We all 

thank you for being part of the school and hope that your next chapter 

brings as much fun and great teamwork as you have experienced here at 

Lanesend. Mrs Jennings, who joined us after reorganisation and stuck with 

us throughout our journey is now putting her feet up and taking some well 

earnt time to enjoy with her family. Miss Fallick, who joined us a year ago 

from her travels and continues to travel on with her teacher training we 

wish her good luck. Miss Bailey, who is back at home resting and we were 

lucky enough to pop over and spend a little time with her today and 

shower her with cards and gifts and lots of love. We will continue to be in 

touch with Miss Bailey as part of Team Lanesend. Then comes, Ms Coppen 

who is riding off into the sunset with Mr Cooper to a new school 

surrounded by her family. She has been part of the Lanesend journey and 

helped many children grow into great adults. Finally to Mr Cooper, who has 

supported me and the team and all the children through the most 

challenging and most exciting days to a ‘stand-out’ school. I know he has 

been very touched by the warm wishes from the children and their families 

and we wish him the very best.  

Mr Andre has sent out home learning today for all children and this will 

continue weekly throughout the summer. It has been the most unusual of 

times but I know that I could not have got through or enabled the school to 

open to the children without the dedication , support and love of the team. 

They have been amazing and gone beyond the stars. As a comparison, 

nationally 25% of the children have returned to school but as a school we 

have 56% of children back because staff, families and children believed and 

trusted in us. By this I am humbled and grateful. However, I am absolutely 

worn out too and looking forward to some down time! 

Have a wonder summer break. I do hope the sun shines and that everyone 

can enjoy lots of fun, laughter and happiness during the next few weeks. I 

am also so excited to welcome all the children back on the 1st September. 

Caroline Sice,  

Headteacher 
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FOR YOU 

 This week’s Trick: 

 Brilliant Beliefs 

Why?  

One of the tricks our mind plays is to highlight positive or negative ‘evidence’ 
which confirms what we already believe about ourselves, others and the world 
around us. This mental habit is called confirmation bias. Our blind spots may limit 
our relationships, out opportunities and our self beliefs. Focusing on the positive 
aspects of ourselves helps us to develop our self esteem and gives us the confi-
dence to try new things and widen our skills and experiences. 

How?  

There are lots of really great things about us but sometimes we focus on the nega-
tive and this can make us feel bad. We can also focus on the negative things about 
others too and make them feel bad or not enjoy being with them as much be-
cause we keep thinking about what’s wrong with them rather than the good 
points! When we focus on the positive or good things about ourselves or others, 
we all begin to feel better about ourselves and this helps us learn and do more. To 
help, make a list about all the positive and good things about you. You can keep 
this private. Make sure you keep this list near to you and add new points whenev-
er someone says something that’s great about you. You can also read it if you feel 
sad or low.   
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Dates for your Diary  

Fri 24th July Year 6 Leavers Assembly 

Fri 24th July Ice Cream Van 1.30pm 

Fri 24th July  Year 6 Leaving at 1.30pm 

Fri 24th July Last Day of Term 

 

Have a lovely Summer  

 

Tues 1st Sept School Starts— All Year Groups 

 

Mrs Sice’s final assembly 

of the school year on 

‘Trust’ is available to 

watch on our Official 

Lanesend Primary School 

Lanesend Page and 

Classdojo. We hope you 

all enjoy the bonus video 

too! 

Last Week’s Answer:  

7. 10. The clock moves 15, 20 and 25 minutes forward 

Start Times/Finish Times for September  

 Year R Classes:     Yr 2: 8.20am– 2.20pm 

 Yr R: Miss McQueen: 8.20am-2.20pm  Yr 3: 8.20am—2.20pm 

 Yr R: Mrs Hinkley 8.35am—2.35pm  Yr 4: 8.30am—2.30pm 

 Yr R: Miss Hopkinson: 8.50am-2.50pm Yr 5: 8.40am—2.40pm 

 Yr 1: 8.35am-2.35pm    Yr 6: 8.50am—2.50pm 
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Vacancies: We have 2 Midday  

Supervisory Assistant Roles  

available for September (Mon-Fri, 2 hours 50 

minutes a day). Please phone or pop to the office to 

get an application form if you are interested.  

The closing date for these vacancies is 

 Friday 24th July. 

A huge THANK YOU to Freddie Sheasby’s Nan, Caroline 

for your kind donation of £50 to our school funds. We 

really do appreciate your kindness.  
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Let’s boost our Resilience and  

Courage to face the challenges of : change. 
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