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THE SQUIRREL                                                                           

Whole School 
Attendance  

98.57% 

TARGET: 97.7% 
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Well the season of Autumn is upon us as we 

celebrate the Autumn equinox, and also the rain has begun. I was 

thinking back to midsummer’s eve on Friday 22nd June when I was 

watching  A Midsummer Night’s Dream at Carisbrooke Castle, and the 

sun shone, that our summer has actually been quite nice. Except for a 

little rainy spot in August we have had some really nice, sunny days. I am 

hoping that we will get a few more sunny days, especially when we head 

into our two week half term break in October. We have chosen to adopt 

the two week break here as well as putting in a two week break in May/

June, so that families have more options of cheaper holidays outside of 

the main school holidays. If you have not looked, the saving is quite 

remarkable. We do really encourage families not to take holidays 

during term time as those days are lost completely and with the 

curriculum and learning as it is, often we do not revisit that learning for a 

period of time, if at all. So far this year we have had requests for holidays 

that have resulted in 100 lost sessions, which I was quite stunned at. We 

do not authorise any holidays as this keeps it fair and consistent for 

everyone. Please make every day count. We really are in school for such 

a short amount of time. I think when I calculated this before, it works 

out that just 16% of the year is spent in school. 

Last week in school I was very impressed with the learning around 

relationships and sex education. It was delivered very sensitively and 

appropriately to the children across the school. I will be sending out a 

small consultation this week on the content and delivery of our Sex, 

Relationships and Emotions (SRE) curriculum, ready for its full 

implementation in 2020/21. I have also been very impressed with the 

range of engaging and challenging learning activities that have been 

taking place across the school too. I love it, and I often show off our 

School Dojo to other school too. Clubs began last week, and after many 

requests for changes we seem to have settled and everyone appears 

happy. We do have a few spaces so please pop in to the office if your 

child would like to join any of the clubs that are still available. Hooray! 

We had some lovely families turn up for a LEAF meeting (PTA) last 

Tuesday with lots of great ideas and buckets full of enthusiasm, so we 

will be moving this forward in forming a committee and developing new 

events across the year. I am so excited! 

Celebration Assemblies were great last week for both Key Stage 1 and 

Key Stage 2, and this week I will begin the Hot Chocolate with the 

Headteacher too. All other activities seemed to go well, including 

swimming for year 4, music explorers for year R and ballet for year 2. As 

a school, I do realise how lucky we are to have small classes to support 

the activities that we have, and marvellous facilities right across the 

school, and it is not until you go to other schools that you realise just 

how lucky we are. Just visiting a school in Liphook (which is a beautiful 

school) but their school hall is a quarter of the size of ours . We are very, 

very lucky. 

This week in school we have our first HERO week (Here, Every day, 

Ready On time). Every child here on time has their name entered into a 

draw and the winning child wins an Amazon voucher. If you are here 

every day on time you get five chances for your name to be called out!  

I cannot shout about it enough—being here early sets your child up for 

the day, and that day is then so much more positive when they are not 

having to worry about coming into a class late. 

We have one sporting event, for our boys’ U9 football team, following on 

from the great success of our two teams last week who played brilliantly, 

even though this was their first time playing together as teams. The only 

way is up! On Wednesday we have our first Open Day for children starting 

school next September. We have some lovely activities planned with a Play 

Date on Thursday 10th October from 3.30pm, for new Reception 2020 

children and their families to come and just play, and then we have a 

‘Christmas Crafternoon’ on 11th December after school too. It is 

extremely important that all families apply for a place before the deadline 

as next year we will only be able to take our admitted number of sixty, and 

will not be able to take over this number. This includes if you have other 

children already in school—you must still apply as siblings are NOT 

guaranteed a place. We have information evenings for Reception at 5pm 

and Year 1 at 6pm on Tuesday, on Wednesday for year 6 at 6pm, and 

Thursday for year 2 at 5pm and year 4 at 6pm regarding the  National 

Assessments your children will be taking this year. Thursday is European 

Language Day, and the children will be looking at and learning about 

different languages. We have a Full Governing Body meeting at 6pm. We 

are looking for new Trustees so please come and join us, it is a great way 

to help us move the school forward. We end the week with a SNAG 

meeting, and Vicki attending the National SEND Awards in Southampton 

with  Jo Hunter, one of our Trustees, in the hope that we might get an 

award. Fingers crossed… Andrea, Hannah and I are out on Thursday for our 

last Trick Box training. Today I introduced A, B, C, D, which is Accepting 

what is going on and how it makes you feel, to be Better and how it could 

be better, C is to Choose what you can do and D is to Do it. I challenged the 

children to try and resolve their own conflicts rather than needing an adult 

to resolve it for them. 

Just a few extra bits; we sent home a family questionnaire, please can you 

complete this so we know what we need to improve on. Parentlite has also 

gone out to you, to confirm your personal details. Please can you confirm 

these are correct. We are going to be chasing money so please pay any 

outstanding debts as soon as possible. As always, if you do have concerns 

regarding money please come and talk to us, we can always help resolve 

the problem. PLEASE can you complete the Free School Meals survey by 

the end of this week, as we need the information for PLASC day on 3rd 

October. Being able to identify children as FSM is enough to get funding, 

you do not have to actually take the meal but it is extremely important to 

us as a school. 

I have another wish—our blue wood around the school needs a re-paint, 

so if you do have a spare moment and can come and paint please pop in. I 

have the brush, I have the paint, we just need YOU! 

I have attached a letter from Global Rock this year that has made me very 

sad, and I am sure the children will be even sadder. However, we will do 

something! I just need a few moments to think of an idea or two... 

Next week is Red Squirrel week. How many can you spot in a week? 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher 

Development Days 2019-20: 
Monday 1stJune 2020 
Tuesday 2ndJune 2020 
Wednesday 3rd June 2020 
Thursday 4th June 2020 
Friday 5th June 2020 



ATTENDANCE 
Week Ending 20th September 2019 

YR Stonehenge      99.1% 
YR Pitstone Windmill       99.0% 
YR Emmetts Garden      97.0% 
Y1 Clouds Hill       100% 
Y1 Glastonbury Tor      99.0% 
Y1 Lindisfarne Castle      99.0% 
Y2 Clumber Park      97.4% 
Y2 Hill Top House      98.2% 
Y2 Wray Castle      97.7% 
Y3 Lake District      100% 
Y3 Kinder Scout      99.3% 
Y4 Compton Castle      100% 
Y4 Cheddar Gorge      99.0% 
Y4 Snowdonia       100% 
Y5 Morwenstow      99.1% 
Y5 Giant’s Causeway      99.2% 
Y6 Baggy Point      100% 
Y6 Brownsea Island      93.8% 
Y6 Nuffield Place      97.8% 
Y6 Chartwell       98.6% 
Whole School       98.8% 

Missed sessions due to family holidays 2019/20   26 
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https://www.countypress.co.uk/
news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-
older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/ 

FOR YOU 

Sports Corner 
Lanesend played Binstead in the U11 girls league. They 

settled quickly and fully committed to the game. Two 

goals were scored in the first half, one by Wiz and one 

by Karlea. The final score was an impressive 2-2. 

Big thanks to Mr Read for being our ref and Mr Andre for 

his coaching and team support! 

Congratulations 
Tiara Dharana has made a night light from some household rubbish—and 

it works! She also made a fan. Well done Tiara! Very creative. 

Ezme Sparks has shared her beautiful dance medal with us today. What a 

fantastic achievement Ezme! You must be very proud. 

Just a little reminder about attendance. For some parents, 90% may seem like an 
acceptable level of attendance, but the reality is that 90% attendance means that 
your child will miss half a school day each week of the school year—or 19 days – 

that is nearly 4 school weeks! 

Parent Meetings Coming Up This Week… 

Tue 24th EYFS parent meeting (year R) @ 5.00pm 
Tue 24th Year 1 phonics parent meeting @6.00pm 
Wed 25th Parent meeting SATS (year 6) @ 6.00pm 
Thu 26th Parent meeting SATS (year 2) @ 5.00pm 
Thu 26th Parent meeting Times Tables (year 4) @ 6.00pm 
Fri 27th SNAG (Schools Nutritional Action Group) @ 2pm 
  Are you a foodie? Do you support healthy eating? 
  Do you grow your own? Come along to SNAG! 

We love to see your 

home learning! Thank 

you for sharing 

NORA GANGONELLS 

HARRY COOPER 

JACOB VENABLES 

https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
https://www.countypress.co.uk/news/17847887.isle-wight-girl-tragically-lost-two-older-brothers-hair-cut-charity/
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Autumn Term Topic 
“The Greatest Showman” 

 
Mon 23rd Year 5 families in for lunch all week 
Mon 23rd HERO week (Here, Every day, Ready, On time) 
Mon 23rd Chickens & compost year 3 
Tue 24th Celebration Assembly Years 4, 5, 6 @ 8.45am 
Tue 24th EYFS parent meeting (year R) @ 5pm 
Tue 24th Year 1 phonics parent meeting @ 6pm 
Wed 25th Open Day 1 
Wed 25th Parent meeting SATS (year 6) @ 6.00pm 
Thu 26th European Language Day 
Thu 26th Celebration Assembly Years R, 1, 2, 3 @ 8.45 
Thu 26th Parent meeting SATS (year 2) @ 5pm 
Thu 26th Parent meeting Times Tables (year 4) @ 6.00pm 
Thu 26th Medina College open evening 
Fri 27th Year 4 swimming week 2 
Fri 27th SNAG meeting 2pm 
 
Mon 30th Year 4 families in for lunch all week 
Mon 30th Chickens & compost year 2 
Mon 30th Red Squirrel week 
Tue 1st Oct St George’s open day 
Tue 1st Celebration Assembly Years 4, 5, 6 @ 8.45am 
Wed 2nd Mike Fleetham in 
Thu 3rd CENSUS day—MENU CHANGE fish & chips 
Thu 3rd Celebration Assembly Years R, 1, 2, 3 @ 8.45 
Thu 3rd Cowes Enterprise college open evening 
Fri 4th  Cardboard Challenge Day 
Fri 4th  Year 4 swimming week 3 
 
Mon 7th Year 3 families in for lunch all week 
Mon 7th Chickens & compost year 1 
Mon 7th Individual Photos—Atlas Images 
Mon 7th Boxed lunch in classrooms 
Mon 7th Year 3 families in for lunch 
Tue 8th ‘Lifelines’ Air Ambulance for years 5 & 6 
Wed 9th Sing Up assembly 8.45am 
Thu 10th IOW Literary Festival—author visits 
Thu 10th Vestas Technology Day 
Thu 10th Reception ‘Play Date’ 
Thu 10th The Bay Open Evening 
Thu 10th Ryde Academy Open Evening 
Fri 11th AEN coffee morning 9.30am 
Fri 11th Year 4 swimming week 4 
Fri 11th Film Night KS1 3.30pm 
Fri 11th Film Night KS2 6.00pm 
Sat 12th Free School Open Day 
 
Mon 14th Year 2 families in for lunch all week 
Mon 14th Chickens & compost Year R 
Mon 14th Little Canada—Year 4 
Tue 15th Open lessons in school all day 
Wed 16th AMEY recycling workshop KS1 
Thu 17th AMEY recycling workshop KS1 
Thu 17th Head of House voting day 
Thu 17th Food for Life Day 
Fri 18th Trickbox colour mufti day—£1.00 
Fri 18th Year 4 swimming week 5 

Fri 18th BREAK UP FOR 2 WEEKS 
 
Mon 4th Nov SCHOOL OPEN 
 
 

 

Last puzzle’s answer: 

DEN 

Reminder! 

Zoodies and hoodies are for break and lunchtime 

outdoor play only, and not to be worn in the 

classroom. They are not school uniform. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

IMPORTANT! 

 

We have sent out a Survey Monkey for FREE SCHOOL MEALS 

It is really, really important you complete this, even if you do not 

think you are entitled, or if you don’t think your child will ever 

actually have a school meal. 

As a school, we receive funding based on the amount of children 

entitled to FSM 

This money is really important as it funds extra activities, resources 

and teachers! 

Please complete the link below if you have not already done so: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2B25TG9  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/2B25TG9
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