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I must begin with a huge thank you to Andrea, Chloe, their teams, staff 

and volunteers who supported our 60th Anniversary Celebration on 

Friday evening. We were so luck with the weather again which was a 

lovely summer evening that allowed everyone to just enjoy an evening 

of fun, laughter and a super variety of performances. The curry and the 

refreshments went down well, as did the music from the decades 

(unfortunately I remembered them all!) The Summer Fayre is always 

such a lovely community evening that celebrates our fabulous school, 

and although it is not a fundraising event as such, we have raised £1300 

towards the sensory garden—thank you so much. 

Transition: I believe the transition to all island secondary schools was a 

great success and the children I spoke to all seemed very excited and 

happy, which is all we can hope. I am sure they will all settle in quickly 

(usually by half term it feels as though they have always been there!) 

Our transition in school was also a success and the children were calm 

and relaxed. It is a real benefit to have lots of transition days to help 

prepare for September. I was thinking that in an ideal scenario, could it 

be better to do the last week of the summer term and have the leavers 

before this..? I will have a think to see if it is a possibility. 

It was also lovely to have Mrs Napier in school last week for her 

transition days too. Mrs Napier is our new Assistant Head (Mr Cooper is 

staying as Deputy Head too!) Mrs Napier will be supporting the school in 

moving forward by taking a lead with AEN, Year R and Key Stage 1 as 

well as working with a group of children in Year 3 and many other jobs 

around the school. The trustees have invested heavily in the staffing 

structure of the school to keep smaller classes. We are very, very, very 

(keep saying very for a whole year) lucky to have this, but it does mean 

that surplus finds are very, very, very (keep saying this for ten years) 

tight. I will send home the staffing structure in September so you all 

know who is who. I am so pleased that Mrs Napier and our new teachers 

are joining Team Lanesend (there is one change; Mr Owens is replacing 

Miss Edmunds in Year 4). I am so excited for next year! 

This week in school, we begin with our RE day today. Year 1 families are 

invited in for lunch, and Year 5 have a taster session at Medina as they 

will soon be choosing their secondary schools. It will go so quickly! 

Tomorrow we have our ‘Spelling Bee’ , Year 6 have CPR training and Year 

1 have their last swimming lesson. We will definitely be continuing with 

swimming for Year 1 next year, it has been such a success. We have our 

Volunteer’s Tea Party where Year 6 will be saying a big THANK YOU to all 

those who help us, more than they will ever know. We are full of 

gratitude to you all—please come back next year as we need you! 

Wednesday is our second Speech Day which the children have been 

practising for. Speaking and presentation skills are so important for the 

childrens’ futures so please do come and support them. It is also our 

very first ‘Vocabulary Dress Up Day’. Children can choose their own 

words to represent, but please try and think creatively as the aim is to 

Develop our vocabulary and understanding. I will look forward to the 

photographs and I wonder what the children will wear! On Thursday we 

have Celebration Assembly for Years 2, 4, and 6 and our class song 

performances. Our ‘open evening’ on Thursday at 6pm is for you to 

come and collect your child’s work, reports and outcomes from the 

National Assessments. The last day of the week begins with our Leavers 

Breakfast followed by the Leavers Assembly, an ice cream treat and then 

the Leavers BBQ for Year 6 at 3.30pm (don’t forget, Year 6 can leave at 

1.15pm Friday ready for their return at 3.30pm). I did say it was going to 

be a busy week! 

It was definitely a successful sporting weekend for England and it was 

also a sporting success for us too as we retained our Gold Sports Award 

for the second year. Well done to Miss Westbrook and Mrs Wyld for 

organising so many sporting events and keeping us at Gold standard. The 

children have really benefitted—so well done. 

Monies MUST be paid this week please. We are on a mission to clear our 

debt so please pay promptly. Parking: please be considerate to our 

community, it is not easy living by a school. End of Term Arrangements: a 

letter has been emailed home today regarding this. Please return all 

books and resources. Lost property will be outside every afternoon, 

whatever is left will be donated to charity. The school will start to be 

dismantled this week ready for the summer re-vamp. 

Finally, I would like to say a huge well done to all the children who will 

receive their National Assessment outcomes this week. We are very 

proud of the children and I know the team work tirelessly to plan great 

lessons and opportunities so that all children succeed. Our results (which 

are only a very small part of our school) are a little mixed this year and I 

will give you the headlines:  

EYFS 72% Good Level of Development in line with national 

Phonics Year 1 75% below national 82% 

Year 1&2 phonics combined 90% in line with national 

Key Stage 1: Expected: Reading 73% national 75%, Writing 62% national 69%, 

Maths 70% national 76%. 

Greater Depth: Reading 30% national 25%, Writing 17% national 15%, Maths 28% 

national 22%. 

Year 4 multiplication trial: we have no official data but the unvalidated scores show 

us to have achieved the national standard. 

Year 6 reading was our strength at 81%, compared national at 73%. For Writing we 

have 63%, national 78%. Maths 63% compared to national 78% . 

We recognise the areas we need to focus on next year and we know that 

our families will supporting us in getting where we need to be! 

Have a lovely week. I am not here due to First Aid training but Mr Cooper 

and the team will keep me posted with lots of photos and updates! 

Caroline Sice, Headteacher 

 

Welcome to Mrs Napier, our new 

Assistant Head! 

 

“Without a sense of caring, there can be no sense 

of community” 

  Anthony J. D’Angelo 



Development Days 2019-20: 
Monday 1stJune 2020 
Tuesday 2ndJune 2020 
Wednesday 3rd June 2020 
Thursday 4th June 2020 
Friday 5th June 2020 

ATTENDANCE 
Week Ending 12th July 2019 

 
YR Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland    99.1% 
YR The Faraway Tree       100% 
YR A Bear Called Paddington    100% 
Y1 Peter Pan       98.1% 
Y1 Swallows and Amazons     98.3% 
Y1 The Gruffalo      100% 
Y2 Charlotte’s Web      98.0% 
Y2 The Secret Garden      98.6% 
Y3 Where the Wild Things Are    100% 
Y3 Around the World in Eighty Days    93.3% 
Y3 The Lion, Witch & Wardrobe    99.0% 
Y4 Wind in the Willows     100% 
Y4 The Little Prince      100% 
Y4 Stig of the Dump      98.3% 
Y5 Mary Poppins      100% 
Y5 Treasure Island      99.2% 
Y6 The Railway Children     99.1% 
Y6 The Wizard of Oz      96.5% 
Y6 The Jungle Book      97.5% 
Whole School       98.7% 

Missed sessions due to family holidays 2018/19:  678 :( 
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Sports Corner (ish!) 

Well Done! 

Millie Smith 

Super gymnastics! What a great 

achievement Mille! 

 

 

 

 

 

Well Done! 

Mason Spiers 

Fantastic horse riding! Mason beat 

the reigning champion—well done! 



Summer Term—Who Do You Think You Are? 
JULY 
 
Mon 15th CLUBS HAVE FINISHED—EXCEPT MONDAY CLUBS 
Mon 15th Monday Clubs are ON (last week) 
Mon 15th RE Day—Christianity 
Mon 15th Year 1 families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 15th Year 5 taster day—Medina College 
Mon 15th Year 6 County Press photo ‘Moving Up’ 
Tue 16th No clubs 
Tue 16th ‘Restart a Heart’ CPR training Year 6 
Tue 16th Spelling Bee 
Tue 16th Year 1 swimming week 10 (last one) 
Tue 16th Volunteers’ Tea Party 1.45pm 
Wed 17th No clubs 
Wed 17th Cowes Library assembly 
Wed 17th SPEECH DAY & VOCABULARY DRESS-UP DAY 
Wed 17th Cowes Library assembly 8.45am 
Thu 18th No clubs 
Thu 18th Celebration Assembly years 2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
Thu 18th Year group songs & performance 
Thu 18th Parents to collect work & reports 6pm-7pm 
Fri 19th No clubs 
Fri 19th MENU CHANGE 
Fri 19th Year 6 leavers day 
Fri 19th Year 6 leavers breakfast @ 7.45am 
Fri 19th Year 6 leavers assembly after breakfast 
Fri 19th Year 6 leavers BBQ @ 3.30pm 
Fri 19th  Year 2 swimming week 10 (last one) 
Fri 19th  Year 5 Watersports week 5 (last one) 
Sat 20th Year 6—FRANCE 
 
Mon 22nd No clubs this week 
Mon 22nd Year 6 to Robin Hill 
Mon 22nd Talent Show 
Tue 23rd Boxed lunch (sausage & chips) / picnic outside  
Tue 23rd BREAK UP 2.45pm 
Tue 23rd Year 6—RETURN from France 
 
 
 
 

 

Last week’s answer: 

 

Kindness 
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The Squirrel’s Den—Price Increase originally sent out: 8th March 2019 

We haven’t increased our charges since September 2016, even with 

the National Minimum Wage increase each year. 

After much careful consideration, we are in a position where we will 

have to increase our charges to cover the increased staffing costs 

which will incur. The rise will make the new charges as follows: 

 

Breakfast Club: 

Per Session                 £3.50 

******************************************************** 

The Squirrel’s Den after school sessions and holiday sessions: 

Hourly Rate      £3.50     

After School Session 2:45pm to 6:00pm  £9.50 

Full day 8.00am to 6:00pm (10 hours)  £31.50 

 

These charges will apply from 1st September 2019. 

********************************************************************** 

Booking the Den: Monday 22nd & Tuesday 23rd July: 

This full week will be set up as a holiday week, so when you come to 

book the Den you will have the option of how many hours you 

require, NOT which hours from and to. 

For example, if you need the Den until 5pm on Monday 22nd please 

choose 2 hours. If you need clarification please give the office a call. 

Booking the Den: Summer Holidays: 

For all holiday bookings, please choose the amount of hours you 

require each day and then LET US KNOW which hours from and to 

by email, by phone or by calling into the office. 

For example, if you needed the Den from 8am until 2pm or 11am to 

5pm you would choose 6 hours—and then let us know which 6 

hours you need. 

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask. 
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 Have you 
changed your 
contact details 

recently? 
If so, have you 
let us know? 
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