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THE SQUIRREL                                                                           
Whole School 

Attendance since 
Sept 2018 

97.19% 

TARGET: 97.7% 
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Week two, and I began this week with an assembly on 

understanding our ‘dragons’, with a specific focus on anger. We 

looked at having awareness of why we get angry, how our bodies 

feel when we are angry and that although anger is normal for 

everyone it is important that our anger does not hurt others, 

ourselves or things. I have asked the children to see if they can 

understand and talk about their anger this week, and it would be 

great if you could support this at home. Anger can be a result of 

embarrassment, frustration, annoyance, not understanding, 

feeling let down or shock to name but a few. It would be really 

good if we are able to say ‘I understand that you are feeling angry 

because you are feeling embarrassed in front of your friends’, for 

example. Breathing, walking away and talking about it all helps. 

We have a full week in school this week - five full days! - and begin 

with a visit from Voice 21 who are developing our oracy skills in 

school. I was reading a book over the weekend called ’Towards 

Dialogic Teaching’ and it talks about the importance of talk as the 

main thinking and learning tool for our children. I have seen a huge 

improvement in our children being able to stand up and talk and 

give reasons to their thinking, but we still have much more to do. 

The book also mentioned how talk does not always have to be 

validated by writing, and that we need to assess and ensure that 

we are moving on talking and thinking in the same way as we do in 

other learning areas. It is great that we have the support of Voice 

21 to help us along this journey. The children will also begin 

preparing for their Speech Day on 17th July, which will be based on 

indigenous cultures, ancestry and who the children think they are. 

Monday clubs begin today, however there have been some 

changes due to our twilight this evening. Lego and Multi Sports will 

run on Wednesday this week and Culture Club tomorrow 

(Tuesday). Miss Hopkinson is beginning her home visits for our 

new Reception children, and it was lovely to see so many families 

attend the new Reception after school club last Thursday. Year 1 

have their first swimming lesson tomorrow, which is a first for us 

here at Lanesend—we hope it all goes swimmingly! We have a 

Money Group meeting tomorrow evening where I hope we will be 

able to finalise our plans and budget for next year, and I will then 

invite our families to a meeting to explain the outcome of the 

expansion consultation and our plans moving forward. Year 4 are 

using their attendance cheques in exchange for visits from the 

‘Time Taxi’ group, visiting on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday of 

this week. Some our Year 1 children are visiting Old Charlton 

House which the residents and the children love. It would be great 

to do more of this in the coming year. Celebration Assembly on 

Thursday at 8.45am is for Years R, 2, 4 and 6. There  is  Outdoor 

Adventurous Activities for years 3 and 4 on Thursday at Wootton 

Primary School; we wish them the best of luck. On Friday we have 

our RE Day finding out about Deity, and Year 2 have their first 

swimming session. 

We are very much a healthy eating school, however we have 

noticed that our children’s lunchboxes are not always as 

balanced as we would like. Please may I remind families that it is 

only one chocolate biscuit/treat bar in a lunchbox please. Last 

week I saw three in one lunchbox! There are lots of great different 

options for lunchboxes, you only have to Google and the range is 

marvellous, things that I wish were in my lunchbox growing up. 

I am very worried that children are not wearing safety helmets 

when cycling, scooting or skateboarding to school. Every year, we 

do have several children who have quite nasty head and facial 

injuries due to not wearing a helmet. Please can you make sure 

that all the children wear helmets to and from school, and that 

once they arrive at school they must walk their bike/scooter/

skateboard in so that other children and families are safe in 

school.  

As a team, we work really hard to make the school day engaging 

and different for our children, as we really want them to come to 

school every single day. It saddens me that we have seen an 

increase in holidays being taken during school time. I am so aware 

that the cost is the major factor but we are trying to support our 

families with our two weeks in May/June and also adopting the 

two-week break in October. We value our partnership with our 

families and hope that by working with us and valuing that ‘every 

day counts’, when booking family holidays you look to our 

holidays rather than school days. I have put in next year’s dates 

for your attention. We have also seen an increase in lates in the 

mornings. Please remember that we have to be in school by 

8.40am and a reason for being late must be communicated to 

the office as we have to record it on our registers. Thank you for 

your continued support. We are proud of our school attendance 

and would like it to continue to be outstanding. 

I was listening to the news this morning and they were talking 

about encouraging families to grow their own veg at home. I think 

this is great, and something I am doing. As I was planting mange-

tout yesterday and getting stuck in to the mud, if you had said to 

me twenty years ago that I would enjoy gardening I would have 

said ‘never!’ but how things change. It is so great to be out in the 

garden seeing things grow. Have a go, it really is rewarding (and 

cheap!) Have a lovely week. Caroline Sice, Headteacher 



FOR YOU 
Development Days 2018-19: 

Monday 3rd June 2019 
Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 
Thursday 6th June 2019 

Friday 7th June 2019 

ATTENDANCE 
Week Ending 26th April 2019 

 
YR Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland    94.2% 
YR The Faraway Tree       100% 
YR A Bear Called Paddington     97.5% 
Y1 Peter Pan       95.2% 
Y1 Swallows and Amazons     100% 
Y1 The Gruffalo      100% 
Y2 Charlotte’s Web      97.9% 
Y2 The Secret Garden      100% 
Y3 Where the Wild Things Are     96.3% 
Y3 Around the World in Eighty Days    94.2% 
Y4 Wind in the Willows      97.9% 
Y4 The Little Prince      97.9% 
Y4 Stig of the Dump      99.5% 
Y5 Mary Poppins      99.1% 
Y5 Treasure Island      99.5% 
Y6 The Railway Children     94.3% 
Y6 The Wizard of Oz      94.8% 
Y6 The Jungle Book      97.9% 
Whole School       97.6% 

Missed sessions due to family holidays 2018/19:  443  
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Well Done 

Skyla Pugh  Easter Bonnet competition winner @ 

Havenstreet. Well done Skyla! 

Annabelle Peters  Not one, not two but THREE 

swimming certificates! Well done Annabelle! 

Faith Rimmer  Faith represented Lanesend at the inter-

schools show jumping and came second! What a beautiful 

rosette. Well done Faith! 

C J White  completed ‘Polly’s Challenge’ at UKSA and 

demonstrated that he is ready for adventure! Well done CJ! 



The Squirrel’s Den—Price Increase 

As you may be aware, the government have announced another increase to the 

National Living Wage which comes into effect on the 1st April 2019. This has a 

direct impact on our staffing costs for The Squirrel’s Den. We haven’t increased 

our charges since September 2016, even with the National Minimum Wage 

increase each year. 

I’m afraid after much careful consideration, we are in a position where we will 

have to increase our charges to cover the increased staffing costs which will 

incur. The rise will make the new charges as follows: 

 

Breakfast Club: 

Per Session                 £3.50 

**************************************************** 

The Squirrel’s Den after school sessions and holiday sessions: 

Hourly Rate      £3.50     

After School Session 2:45pm to 6:00pm   £9.50 

Full day 8.00am to 6:00pm (10 hours)   £31.50 

 

In order to give the families plenty of notice, we have decided to delay the start 

date of these new charges to the 1st September 2019. 

As always, if you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact the school. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Term 
‘Who Do You Think 

You Are?’ 
April 

 
Mon 29th Year 5+6 families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 29th  TEACHER after school clubs LEGO & MULTI SPORTS 
  postponed until  Wednesday 
  TEACHER after school club CULTURE CLUB  
  postponed until Tuesday 
Tue 30th Year 1 swimming week 1 
Tue 30th Time Taxi in for Year 4 Mr Andre 
Wed 1st May AEN coffee afternoon 2.00pm 
Wed 1st Time Taxi in for Year 4 Mrs Gangonells 
Thu 2nd Celebration Assembly Y2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
Fri 3rd  SNAG (Schools Nutrition Action Group) 8.45/9.00 
  after drop off: ALL welcome! Please come along if 
  you can 
Fri 3rd  R.E. Day—Deity 
Fri 3rd  Time Taxi in for Year 4 Mrs Gilbert 
Fri 3rd  Year 2 swimming week 1 
 
Mon 6th School Closed—Bank Holiday 
Tue 7th  Year 1 swimming week 2 
Wed 8th Parent Forum meeting 2pm 
Thu 9th  Celebration assembly Y1, 3, 5 @ 8.45am 
Fri 10th  Year 2 swimming week 2 
 
Mon 13th SATs week 
Mon 13th Year 1 families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 13th Atlas Images in to work with Years 4 & 5 
Tue 14th Parliamentary Outreach Assembly Y3,4,5 
Tue 14th Year 1 swimming week 3 
Tue 14th Atlas Images in to work with Years 4 & 5 
Thu 16th Pupil Council 8.40am 
Thu 16th Celebration Assembly Y 2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
Fri 17th  Year 6—Isle Jump 
Fri 17th  Year 2 swimming week 3 
 
Mon 20th Year 2 families invited to lunch all week 
Tue 21st Year 1 swimming week 4 
Tue 21st Year 5 bowling 
Tue 21st Fire Drill 2.00pm 
Thu 23rd Outdoor Classroom Day 
Thu 23rd Celebration Assembly Y1, 3, 5 @ 8.45am 
Fri 24th  Aspiring Mathematicians workshop 
Fri 24th  Year 2 swimming week 4 
Fri 24th  BREAK UP 2.45pm 
Mon 10th JUNE SCHOOL OPEN 
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