ad sciurus
THE SQUIRREL
“What would you think if I sang out of tune,
would you stand up and walk out on me?
Lend me your ears and I'll sing you a song
and I'll try not to sing out of key”
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The Beatles

What wonderful weather we are having, and it was so nice that half
term brought many dry and sunny days that allowed us all to be out
and about, from coffee and cake on Ventnor seafront to a couple of
days down in Salcombe. It was a very lovely half term, but there is still
a chance of snow, especially on previous years records (although I am
secretly hoping the sunshine stays all the way through to Christmas—
which is only ten months away today!) Talking of time, I was working
out how many weeks we have left to fit in more wonderful learning,
and we only have seventeen school weeks which is not enough! So, it is
really important to make every day count.
We started off the week with talking about friendships and listening to
‘I Get By With A Little Help From My Friends’, and then I had my first
Friendship Panel with Kara, Bella, Mason and Nathan who kindly
volunteered to talk about their friendships and how to be great friends.
Kara talked about being there for each other, help and support,
working through silly arguments and being able to forgive and help and
guide. Nathan said how Mason was a role model and made him a
better person, that they laugh lots and encourage each other to do
things, showing caring and kindness and always checking in with each
other that they are okay. We are going to be exploring friendships over
this half term.
I was also really impressed this morning when one of our Year Six girls
wanted to share with me an online concern as she did not want other
children to be affected by it. This is about ‘Momo’, which is an avatartype woman who sends instructions on how to harm yourselves and
others. This had come through on her Whatsapp which she has now
removed. You may just want to have a look at Momo and make sure
your children are not exposed to it, as we have also had some Year Two
children talking about it too. There is also another social media app
called ‘Tellonym’ that is an anonymous platform where young people
are being exposed to some quite cruel and unkind comments. As
parents, sometimes we are not always aware of the current social
media concerns. If I hear of them I will always share my concerns so
that you have the opportunity to check in with your children and make
sure that they are okay.
This week in school we have new chickens for the children to look after.
They are extremely friendly chickens and like to be hugged, read a story
or watch a bit of television! I know Miss Westbrook is going to Dojo
later, introducing them. We are also looking for two baby rabbits to be
loved and cared for in school too. If you know of anyone who has any
rabbits please let us know!
Year One and Two have begun the week with a drama experience as
part of their Christmas gifts. They look like they have had great fun
developing their confidence and dramatic skills. I am going to try and
work with some of the children to help them prepare for the Speech &
Drama Festival that begins this weekend. The boys Under 9s football
team is in the semi-finals tomorrow at The Bay, we wish them the best
of luck and hope for a good news text at the end of the match.
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Year Three are off to Osborne House on Wednesday. An email was sent out
on 12th February and again this afternoon with the information. I am sure
the children will have a fabulous time. On Thursday and Friday we have
interviews in school for teachers for September. On Thursday, Year 1 are
off to Cowes Enterprise College for Goldilocks and Wind in the Willows.
Celebration Assembly is for Years 1, 3 and 5. On Friday , Year 3 have their
sixth swimming session, the Under 9 boys have their quarter-finals match
against Newchurch for the league and drums this week will take place on
Friday, not Wednesday. On Sunday, some of our Year 5 children are singing
at Shanklin Theatre at 2.00pm as part of the Speech & Drama Festival. I am
sure they will sing beautifully.
Global Rock: I cannot believe it is a week on Thursday! We always think we
have so much time , and then it is here. The children have been rehearsing
really hard, the costumes and scenery are nearly done, and the tshirts are
being printed. I will be sending out a letter tomorrow regarding all the
information needed for the day. It is a later start this year, and we will be
travelling over on the 10.15am Red Jet and back on the 9.45pm. We will be
asking children to meet us down at the Red Jet at 9.45am. Please look out
for the letter tomorrow, it will be sent via email. I just want to say thank you
to all the people who have helped to create Global Rock this year. It has
been lovey to see so many other schools do well at the Portsmouth events,
and to hear about their different themes. It is just such a fabulous
experience for the children. I know they will be wonderful on the night.
Thank you to everybody who responded to the consultation. We have to put
our business case forward by Wednesday and then await the outcome,
which will not be until the end of March.
I do hope that you all enjoyed receiving your child’s annual report. I know
the staff reported back positive comments on how they enjoyed spending
some time talking about their child’s learning and progress. I will send out a
brief questionnaire about he information you received to gauge if it was
appropriate or not, and again your feedback is most welcome. I did have
one lovely comment this morning from a family who said they were going to
keep their child’s report always, as it was just so lovely.
Our inner door from the office area into the main school has now got a
coded lock and cannot be accessed. Please can families arrive and leave
through their classroom external doors, and if you need to pop into the
office please can you walk back around the outside of the school and in
through the main front door. This is to ensure the safety of all our
children. Thank you.
Have a lovely week. Enjoy the lighter evenings and the warm sunshine for as
long as it lasts… I am feeling jubilant (word of the week: jubilant. I would
love to see children use this in their writing).

Caroline Sice, Headteacher
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FOR YOU
Development Days 2018-19:
Monday 3rd June 2019
Tuesday 4th June 2019
Wednesday 5th June 2019
Thursday 6th June 2019
Friday 7th June 2019

Our inner door from the office area into the main school has now got a
coded lock and cannot be accessed. Please can families arrive and leave
through their classroom external doors, and if you need to pop into the
office please can you walk back around the outside of the school and in
through the main front door. This is to ensure the safety of all our children.

Congratulations!
Benjamin Herbert-Duff, Darci Floyd, Lillie Newson, Poppy
Arnold, Eliza Gubbins, Sophie King, Bella Cundall-West,
Ruby Cass, Florence Dew, Isla Strickland, Poppy Merritt
What super achievements! From swimming and
cross country, home learning and painting to
writing and model making, well done to you all!

ATTENDANCE
Week Ending 15th February 2019
YR Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
YR The Faraway Tree
YR A Bear Called Paddington
Y1 Peter Pan
Y1 Swallows and Amazons
Y1 The Gruffalo
Y2 Charlotte’s Web
Y2 The Secret Garden
Y3 Where the Wild Things Are
Y3 Around the World in Eighty Days
Y4 Wind in the Willows
Y4 The Little Prince
Y4 Stig of the Dump
Y5 Mary Poppins
Y5 Treasure Island
Y6 The Railway Children
Y6 The Wizard of Oz
Y6 The Jungle Book

98.2%
95.7%
93.0%
100%
93.6%
100%
95.7%
98.0%
92.5%
97.9%
100%
94.2%
99.2%
100%
94.6%
97.3%
96.7%
95.0%

Missed sessions due to family holidays 2018/19:

329

Whole School

96.7%
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Spring Term
‘Let There Be Light’
January
Mon 7th
Mon 25th
Mon 25th
Wed 27th
Thu 28th
Thu 28th
Thu 28th

SCHOOL OPEN
Year 5 families invited to lunch all week
Year 3 trip to Osborne House
Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am
Year 1 trip to Cowes Enterprise College
Celebration Assembly Y1, 3, 5 @ 2.00pm

March:
Fri 1st
Fri 1st

AEN coffee morning 9.30am
Year 3 swimming week 6

Mon 4th
Mon 4th
Mon 4th
Thu 7th
Thu 7th
Fri 8th

Year 6 families invited to lunch all week
Clubs start
Spelling Bee @ Carisbrooke C of E
J Rock Challenge
NO Celebration Assembly
Year 3 swimming week 7

Mon 11th
Wed 13th
Thu 14th
Thu 14th
Fri 15th

Year R families invited to lunch all week
Parent meeting—France 5.00pm
Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am
Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6
Comic Relief—Red Nose Day

Mon 18th
Wed 20th
Thu 21st
Fri 22nd

Year 1 families invited to lunch all week
DIG DAY! All welcome—we need you!
Celebration Assembly Years 1, 3 & 5
Year 3 swimming week 9

Mon 25th
Mon 25th
Tue 26th

Thu 28th
Thu 28th
Thu 28th
Thu 28th
Fri 29th

Active Travel Week
Year 2 families invited to lunch all week
Winchester Science Centre trip
Yr R, 1 & 2 meet at Red Jet 8.30am
Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6 meet at Red Jet 9.30am
Yr R, 1 & 2 returning on 3.00pm sailing
Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6 returning on 4.00pm sailing
Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am
Fire Drill 10.30am
Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6
‘Lanesend’s Got A Voice—Finals’
Year 3 swimming week 10 (last one)

April:
Mon 1st
Mon 1st
Tue 2nd
Wed 3rd

Year 4 to Little Canada
Year 3 families invited to lunch all week
Antibullying meeting
Little Canada return

Please remember that we send out letters via email
Also, Survey Monkeys are often used instead of letters
It is really important that we have your correct email
address
Please also tell us if you change your mobile number or
move house!
Many thanks

Issue 22 Monday 25th February 2019

