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THE SQUIRREL                                                                           
Whole School 

Attendance 

98.10% 

TARGET: 97.7% 
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We had our WOW Day in school today and it certainly was a WOW moment 

when Paul Sturgess, Britain’s tallest man and former basketball player for 

the Harlem Globetrotters, made an entrance to the school. Both the 

children and Team Lanesend were just in awe. He had a very clear message 

to the children that we have to embrace our differences. He talked about 

how every day people stare at him, laugh at him or make comments, but he 

has taken a positive outlook on life and embraced his difference and used 

his height as a skill to ensure that he has the life that he wants and not 

shied away from it. Paul is also now taking roles in film and television. As 

his career develops he is still very passionate about encouraging every 

young person to work hard, play hard, and most of all be positive and be 

proud of who they are. We thank Paul and his colleague Mark for making 

the journey to the Isle of Wight and making our first WOW Day a really big 

WOW Day! 

We also have our HERO week this week in school where we are 

encouraging every child to be Here, Every day, Ready, On time. Every child 

who makes it here before 8.40am will be placed in a class raffle and will 

have the chance of winning some Amazon vouchers at the end of the week. 

Andrea Flux, our Family Liaison Officer, will also be completing a ‘late 

sweep’ this week too. Being here every day is so important. I think about 

our visitor today and I think of the children who are not here and what they 

have missed, and know they will never get this day back again. We really do 

so many exciting things in school that no day should be missed, so let’s all 

be heroes this week—and beyond. 

This afternoon some children from Medina House came to join Year 3 for a 

PE lesson. I know Miss Westbrook and her class have previously enjoyed 

these sessions and the visits are reciprocal to Medina House too. It is great 

for our school to be part of the island community not just locally but across 

the island. In fact, I am going to take this one step further as I am visiting a 

school in London after half term and the children are going to give me 

information about their class and the Isle of Wight to take with me, with 

the hope that the school will also write back to us and we can form a 

connection. The aim is for us to also make connections to schools across 

the world too! 

On Wednesday we have Doodle Maths coming in to school to work with 

the children and staff, not only to demonstrate the possibilities and 

learning of using Doodle Maths, but also to introduce Doodle Spelling too. 

As a school, we buy into Doodle Maths as a good tool to utilise both in and 

out of school so if you have not logged on at home please let your child’s 

class teacher know and they will help you set up, and I will also send the 

information about Doodle Spelling once we know a little more. On 

Thursday we have our Empty Classroom Day and also we have two authors 

visiting the whole school as part of the Isle of Wight Literary Festival.  On 

Friday Year 1 are off to the Gruffalo in Basingstoke, which I am sure will be 

a super visit for them all. Don’t forget swimming for Year 4 on Friday and 

we also have a couple of extra visits for some of our girls at the Vestas 

Technology Day on Thursday and a Robots & Rockets Day on Friday. 

We also have a week where some staff members are out on some 

training. Mr Read and Mrs Price are on a Maths Mastery course today, 

Mrs Brailsford is out on Tuesday and Wednesday on a Senior Leadership 

course, I am out on Wednesday doing a school review at Portswood and 

on Thursday some of us will be attending a ‘Growing Up Online’ 

conference at the Yacht Haven. 

Don’t forget to sign up for your Pupil Progress Meetings next week. If 

you are struggling to pop in to sign up please give the office a call or Dojo 

your class teacher and we will sign up for you. A Family Questionnaire 

will be sent out at the end of this week via Survey Monkey. We do really 

appreciate your time in completing these surveys as it helps us frame the 

developments for the learning and the school (just a reminder that our 

letters do not come out in paper form, they are often through Survey 

Monkeys or emails so please make sure that the office have your correct 

email so that you don’t miss out on important information and events). 

A week today we have our school photographer in school for 

photographs. It is important that the children wear their blue slips on this 

day as the photos are taken against a white background. The blue slip is 

our main uniform and this must be worn at all times unless the weather 

is particularly warm. I have seen some children wearing hoodies and 

zoodies in school. These are just for outside wear and not for inside.  

Our girls football team did extremely well on Friday in coming fourth in 

the Hampshire Finals. There were only four points between our team and 

the winners! The girls showed great skills and resilience and represented 

the school brilliantly. We are very proud of them. The boys enjoyed their 

matches at Northwood on Tuesday and played really well in their games. 

Finally, the triathlon teams on Friday did marvellously with first, second 

and seventh places. What great sporting achievements last week! 

Our National Poetry Day on Thursday was just lovely and I really enjoyed 

seeing the children perform a range of poetry across the school. Their 

confidence is just growing all the time and is supported fully by our 

whole school development on oracy. We had another great staff training 

day on Saturday to help support the children’s oracy skills - an important 

life skill for future success. 

We are very lucky to have several talented musicians who come in to 

school and give lessons to the children. If you would like your child to 

have a group or individual lesson please complete the Survey Monkey 

that is coming out this week, or contact the  office for more information. 

We currently have piano, singing, violin, guitar, trumpet, drums and 

bassoon. There is research that says learning a musical instrument raises 

achievement and attainment in school and in life, although I think that 

just learning an instrument is a lovely skill to have. 

Have a great week 

Caroline Sice 



FOR YOU 

Development Days 2018-19: 
Monday 3rd June 2019 
Tuesday 4th June 2019 

Wednesday 5th June 2019 
Thursday 6th June 2019 

Friday 7th June 2019 

ATTENDANCE 
Week Ending 5th October 2018 

YR Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland     96.8% 
YR The Faraway Tree       96.4% 
YR A Bear Called Paddington      92.4% 
Y1 Peter Pan        100% 
Y1 Swallows and Amazons      98.1% 
Y1 The Gruffalo        95.0% 
Y2 Charlotte’s Web       100% 
Y2 The Secret Garden       98.3% 
Y3 Where the Wild Things Are      96.3% 
Y3 Around the World in Eighty Days     100% 
Y4 Wind in the Willows       96.2% 
Y4 The Little Prince       100% 
Y4 Stig of the Dump       96.7% 
Y5 Mary Poppins        99.2% 
Y5 Treasure Island       97.2% 
Y6 The Railway Children       95.4% 
Y6 The Wizard of Oz       98.3% 
Y6 The Jungle Book       95.8% 

Whole School       97.5% 
      

Missed sessions so far for year 2018-19 due to family holidays: 34  
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SPORTS CORNER 

Our fabulous girls’ football team represented us last Friday and 
came 4th out of nine teams in the Hampshire Finals – there 
were only four points separating 4th and 1st place! The girls 

won three matches, drew two and lost two. Their 
determination, teamwork and skill was admirable and we are 

so proud of our ladies! 
WELL DONE 

Congratulations 

Rebekah King 

Truly incredible spider for Charlotte’s Web, and a house and some 

home grown mini cucumbers! You’ve been busy! 

Mason Spiers 

Amazing painting of the Yellow Brick Road! 

Miles Cooper 

Wonderful home learning. What a lot of work! 

Stanley Boyle 

Super home learning. Amazing effort! 

Robyn McKinnie 

Wow! What a haul of dance trophies! Well done. 

George Knight, Harry Claridge & Olly Driscoll 

These boys won their match against Newchurch at the weekend. 

Great football! 

Eliza Gubbins 

Congratulations on your Irish dancing! 

Childline / NSPCC have launched a version of its website 
specifically for children under 12yrs: 

https://www.childline.org.uk/kids  

 

Volunteers Wanted! 

Can you speak 
another 
language? 
Would you like 
to come into 
school and 
share this with 
our children? 

Please let Mrs Sice know if you can! 

Heads of Houses 2018-19 

Slytherin Head:  Kiya Ilett 

Deputy:   Cadence Wilson 

Hufflepuff Head:  Lewis Gadsby 

Deputy:   Evie Saunders 

Griffindor Head:  Mia Holmes 

Deputy:   Marcia Holmes 

Ravenclaw Head: Jay Downie 

Deputy:   Lucas Ilett  

 

⚽ OCTOBER HALF TERM ⚽️ 

 

Monday 22nd and Tuesday 23rd 

10am-3pm 

Lanesend Primary School  

Years 1-6 

Yr R if football competent  

£10 per day 

Please bring shin pads, boots, 
trainers, rain jacket,  lunch, 

snacks, drinks 

PLEASE BOOK: 

Tom Driscoll: 07572045615 

https://www.childline.org.uk/kids


Mon 19th Year 3 Families invited to lunch all week 
Thu 22nd Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Thu 22nd Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 23rd Year 4 Swimming Week 8 
 
Mon 26th Year 4 Families invited to lunch all week 
Thu 29th Open Day 2—9.30am-4.00pm 
Thu 29th Celebration Assembly Years 1, 3 & 5 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 30th  Year 4 Swimming Week 9 
 
December 
Mon 3rd Christmas Week 1 
Mon 3rd Year 5 Families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 3rd RE Day—Christmas 
Wed 5th Cardboard Challenge Day 
Thu 6th  Christmas Tree/Decoration Day 
Thu 6th  Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Thu 6th  Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 7th  Carol Service—TBC 
Fri 7th  Year 4 Swimming Week 10—LAST ONE 
 
Mon 10th Christmas Week 2 
Mon 10th Year 6 Families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 10th CHRISTMAS FAYRE 5.00pm 
 
Mon 17th Christmas Performances dress rehearsal—school only 
Tue 18th Performance Years 4 & 5—EVENING 
Wed 19th Performance Years 4 & 5—MORNING 
Thu 20th Christmas Lunch 
Thu 20th Year R Nativity after school 
Fri 21st  Christmas Jumper Day 
Fri 21st  DEN WIL L CLOSE AT 5.00PM 
Fri 21st  BREAK UP 2.45pm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term Topic 
“Exploring the Classics” 

 
October 
 
Mon 8th Year 4 Families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 8th WOW Day 
Mon 8th Parent Voice Surveys sent out 
Tue 9th  Mums’ Coffee Morning 9.00am—all welcome 
Thu 11th Isle of Wight Literary Festival—2 authors in school 
Thu 11th Celebration Assembly Years 1, 3 & 5 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 12th  Isle of Wight Literary Festival 
Fri 12th  The Gruffalo’s Child trip for Year 1 
Fri 12th  Year 4 Swimming Week 3 
 
Mon 15th Year 5&6 Families invited to lunch all week 
Mon 15th Individual Pupil Photographs (Atlas Images) 
  Boxed lunch in classrooms 
Mon 15th Pupil Council Meeting 
 
Mon 15th Pupil Progress Meetings all week: 
Mon 15th Miss Hopkinson, Mrs Price, Mr Andre & Miss Barton 
Tue 16th Ms Coppen, Miss Westbrook, Mrs Dyer, Mrs Gilbert, 
  Miss Jones 
Wed 17th Miss Poulton/Mrs Fifield 
Thu 18th Miss McQueen, Mrs Wyld, Mrs Brailsford, 
  Mrs Hinkley 
Fri 19th  Miss Wren, Mrs Lewis, Mrs Gangonells, Mr Read/
  Miss Troy  
 
Wed 17th Wicked! @ The Mayflower 
Thu 18th Noel Turner Physics Festival 
Thu 18th Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 19th  Year 4 Swimming Week 4 
Fri 19th  BREAK UP 2.45pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 Term Topic 

“Exploring the Classics” 

Mon 29th October  SCHOOL OPEN 

Mon 29th Reception Families invited to lunch all week 
Wed 31st Applications to Secondary School Deadline 
 
November 
Thu 1st  Outdoor Classroom Day 
Thu 1st  National Authors Day—Dress Up Day 
Thu 1st  Celebration Assembly Years 1, 3 & 5 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 2nd  Year 4 Swimming Week 5 
 
Mon 5th Year 1 Families invited to lunch all week 
Thu 8th  Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Thu 8th  Celebration Assembly Years 2, 4 & 6 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 9th  Armistice Day 
Fri 9th  Year 4 Swimming Week 6 
 
Mon 12th Year 2 Families invited to lunch all week 
Wed 14th Fire Drill 10.30am 
Wed 14th AEN Coffee Afternoon 2.00pm 
Thu 15th ‘In The Net’ play @ 9.30am 
Thu 15th Celebration Assembly Years 1, 3 & 5 @ 2.00pm 
Fri 16th  Year 4 Swimming Week 7 
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HIRE, HIRE HOORAY! 

Both our school hall and our lovely field are available to hire. 

Please pop in or call and speak to Carrie if you are interested! 

PLEASE NOTE! 

The Squirrel’s Den will be closing at 5pm on the 

last day of term, Friday 21st December. 

We are giving lots of notice in case you need to 

make alternative arrangements. 

Thank you for your support. 

Understanding Autism 

Learn about autism—this free course introduces the autism spectrum and 

how it is experienced by different individuals and families 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/understanding-
autism/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab 

Enrolling on the course will give you the opportunity to earn an Open 
University digital badge 

Gentle Reminders! (if you have not already done so…) 

Year 1 Reply to the survey monkey (or email us) with a YES or a NO to the 
Gruffalo trip, and return the blue permission form 

Year 5 Reply to the survey monkey (or email us) with a YES or a NO to 
Watersports 

Years 2-6 Wicked! Please return your pink permission form and if 
entitled to a school lunch please return this by Thursday 11th October! 

http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/understanding-autism/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab
http://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/understanding-autism/content-section-overview?active-tab=description-tab
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One of our amazing Mums, Angela, has decided to raise funds for 

the school by rising to challenges SET BY THE CHILDREN! 

Her first challenge is for the children to come up with interesting 

and innovative places and ways for Angela to read to them. 

Please encourage your children to think of ideas and pop them in 

the suggestions box at the front desk —some of the ideas so far 

have been amazing! 

Here's the link to the Go Fund Me page: 

Click here to support Challenge Lanesend/Reading Books 

organised by Angela Freebrey  

However this isn't just about raising money for reading books, it's 

part of a year long effort to help the school, and we'll be 

challenging everyone to come up with fundraising ideas or 

challenges that they can do themselves. 

There'll also be some bigger challenges that Angela will organise 

with the hope that some others will do them too! 

Angela says: “I've seen some of the ideas for reading and am 

really looking forward to my challenges!” 

We thank Angela so much. If you would like to get involved with 

any fundraising for school please do let us know. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Fchallenge-lanesendreading-books&h=AT3oyo8wTSV3wvEDlGysbKIXZmM0gQ3w2Tz96XJQZZu-btwnvT2DPSOYP4pghOz-Rh_Yo-fnIo-CGrIolgY9Rh-fpH8QgRmk0VnKDjXgVkpP-NHJnm6hth0iNq7j
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gofundme.com%2Fchallenge-lanesendreading-books&h=AT3oyo8wTSV3wvEDlGysbKIXZmM0gQ3w2Tz96XJQZZu-btwnvT2DPSOYP4pghOz-Rh_Yo-fnIo-CGrIolgY9Rh-fpH8QgRmk0VnKDjXgVkpP-NHJnm6hth0iNq7j

