
ad sciurus 

THE SQUIRREL                                                                           

There has been a lot of research around young children learning 

alongside our elderly members of the community. Many schools 

are now inviting the elderly in to school for lunch and to work 

alongside the children. This is something I would like to do in the 

New Year. 

Yesterday in assembly we talked about the God Janus, who has 
two heads, one looking back and one looking forward and I have 
asked the children to consider the choices they have made this 
year and the positive choices they could make next year. The 
actions that we carry out during our lives are the ones that we 
choose, and making a good choice is good for others but also for 
ourselves. So, 2018 is going to be all about making good choices. 

This week in school we also have our 
Reception nativity on Wednesday after 
school from 3.30pm onwards. We are 
hoping to do this outside, and it is 
going to be performed on our car park 
which I know sounds rather strange. 

This is due to having our large playground resurfaced and being 
out of bounds for this week. We will make it beautiful and we will 
have lovely hot chocolate on for you and ‘The Best Nativity Ever’! 
On Wednesday we are also holding our very first inter-house 
‘Spellbound’ (aka Spelling Bee). The children are very excited as 
their house representatives take to the floor to become the 
Spellbound Champion! Good luck all our spellers. We are also 
announcing the House winners for Dojo points for this term on 
Thursday. 

We end the week with our Harry 
Potter Christmas feast. Don’t forget 
the children can come to school 
dressed in their costumes and they 
will be invited to the Great Hall for a 
fantastic feast, followed by a 
Christmas get-together and a 
Hogwarts farewell to end the school day at 2.45pm, which just 
leaves me to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and an extra-
long New Year! Don’t forget we are not back until Monday 8th 
January for our next topic, ‘Happy Birthday England’. My thanks 
to Team Lanesend and the school Governors for all their support 
in making Lanesend school a stand-out school. 

Happy Christmas, Happy New Year and best wishes to you all. 

 

Professor Celestina Sprout 

 

Whole School 
Attendance 

98.01% 

TARGET: 97.96% 
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Well, it is here. The last week before 

Christmas and all is not quite ready! 

Definitely not in the Sice household! I hope 

you are more organised than I am and your 

preparations are going well, although I did spend two days 

shopping over the weekend and I feel I am a little more than I was 

on Friday. It has been a great first term here at Lanesend Primary 

School and Harry Potter has been a great success. I really enjoyed 

watching the Years 1 and 2 Christmas production yesterday 

afternoon where Harry, Ron and Hermione travelled the world 

finding out about Christmas. If you missed it, don’t forget that all 

are welcome to the performance today that begins at 1.45pm and 

should last no more than 45 minutes. Mince pies, tea, coffee and 

the Lanesend calendar will be for sale. If you have not seen the 

calendar please pop into the office and have a look, it is lovely, and 

I have bought four already. Great Christmas presents for the 

family!  (Siblings watched the dress rehearsal on Friday so will not 

need to attend during the performances). 

Just this term we have had wonderful trips out, 

great learning opportunities, successful Cardboard 

Challenge Day, lots of singing, debating, learning 

and superb attendance. Thank you so much for 

making every day count. We will be having our 

Attendance Assembly on Thursday at 8.45am, where we will be 

giving out  100% Bronze certificates for the autumn term. At the 

weekend I signed one hundred and ninety! That is the best ever. 

Well done everyone. Don’t forget we give out a lucky raffle ticket 

to win a special treat for you and your family. 

We had a great evening of treats last Monday at our Harry Potter 

Christmas Fayre which was full of games, presents, food, 

laughter, fabulous singing and of course Father Christmas. What a 

lovely evening. Thank you to Team Lanesend, staff and families 

who helped organise it, run it and clear up. We made £3,355.06 

which is a phenomenal amount and will be added to our minibus 

fund. I had my husband at the weekend looking at minibuses to 

see what is around for the money . It is looking good! 

The Choir was also looking good last week as it visited different 

venues to bring Christmas cheer to the community. Reception 

children also made a visit to Cherry Trees retirement home to 

entertain the residents there.  

6 sleeps... 



FOR YOU 

Development Days 2017-18: 
Monday 4th June 2018 
Tuesday 5th June 2018 

Wednesday 6th June 2018 
Thursday 7th June 2018 

Friday 8th June 2018 

ATTENDANCE 
Week Ending 15th December 2017 

Privet Drive     99.0% 
Gambol & Japes     98.0% 
Spinner’s End     100% 
Durmstrang     96.4% 
Hogwarts     98.1% 
Ministry of Magic     97.4% 
Honeydukes     98.3% 
Flourish and Blotts    99.5% 
The Burrow     100% 
Hogsmeade     100% 
Gringotts     95.9% 
Godric’s Hollow     98.5% 
Hagrid’s Hut     86.7% 
The Whomping Willow    91.0% 
Beauxbatons     98.0% 
Magical Menagerie    99.5% 
Diagon Alley     98.9% 
Whole School     97.3% 
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SPORTS CORNER! 

6 sleeps... 

REMINDER! 
Please be reminded 
that dogs are NOT 
allowed on to the 

school site without 
prior agreement.  

Thank you for your 
continued 
support. 

Congratulations to: 
 

Ella Holden 
25 metres 
Swimming 
Well done Ella! 
 
Lola Merritt 
Fantastic Harry Potter 
home learning! 
 
Isla Strickland 
Yummy home made 
gingerbread man! 

The Friends of Northwood Cemetery 
Tree of Remembrance 

December 23rd & 24th 10am—4pm 
 

You are warmly invited to come along and 
hang a decoration with your own personal 

message on our 
Tree of Remembrance in memory of a 

lost one. 
 

Light refreshments will be served in the 
Heritage Resource Centre. 

 
If you are unable to 

attend your decoration 
can be hung for you. 
Please phone Stella 
on 01983 281597, or 
you can purchase in 

advance for the 
Heritage Resource 

Centre; a donation of 
£2 would be gratefully 

received. 

 

 WOW! 
We made an incredible 

£3355.06 
At the Christmas Fayre. 

Thank you to everyone for 
your support. 

All proceeds will go towards our new minibus fund! 

U11 boys football: we lost 3-0 in horrible weather 

but the team played valiantly! Well done! 
 

U11 girls football:  We won 3-1! 

Fantastic effort girls! 

REMINDER! 
Please do not use the main front entrance 

unless you need to speak to the office. 
It is a safeguarding issue as when the door 
is very busy we cannot see who is entering 

or exiting the building. 
Please drop off and collect your children 

form outside their classrooms. 
THANK YOU 

REMINDER! 
 

Please could all outstanding monies be paid as soon as possible. 
Please remember that lunches should be paid for either on the 

day or in advance. Trips, residentials and activities must be paid 
in full before the event takes place. 

If you have outstanding money owed for a previous trip, your 
child will not be able to participate in the next upcoming trip, as 

agreed by the school Governors. 

Lanesend Primary  - Love Learning 



 
 
 
 
 

Mon 18th  Christmas Week 2 
Mon 18th Police beat surgery 1.30pm 
Mon 18th  Years 1 & 2 Christmas performance 1.45pm 
Tue 19th  Years 1 & 2 Christmas performance 1.45pm 
Wed 20th Reception Nativity after school 3.30pm (ish!) 
Thu 21st Attendance Assembly 8.45am 
Thu 21st Harry Potter Christmas lunch—whole school 

Thu 21st Break Up 2.45pm 
 

 

January 
Whole School Topic: ‘Happy Birthday England’ 
Mon 8th School Open 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mon 8th Year Reception families invited to lunch all week – 
  please book with the office 
Mon 8th Reverend Amanda Assembly 8.45am 
Fri 12th  Celebration Assembly Yrs 1,3,5 @ 8.45am 
Fri 12th  Year 3 swimming week 1 
 
Mon 15th Year 1 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
Mon 15th CLUBS START 
Thu 18th Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Fri 19th  Celebration Assembly Yrs 2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
Fri 19th  Year 3 swimming week 2 
 
Mon 22nd Year 2 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
Tue 23rd Fire Drill 2pm 
Fri 26th  Celebration Assembly Yrs 1,3,5 @ 8.45am 
Fri 26th  Year 3 swimming week 3 
 
Mon 29th Year 3 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
Wed 31st Reception lifeboat visit 
February 
Thu 1st  Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Fri 2nd  Celebration Assembly Yrs 2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
Fri 2nd  Year 3 swimming week 4 
 
Mon 5th Year 4 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
Mon 5th Pupil Progress Meetings all week: 
Mon 5th Miss Hopkinson, Mrs Price, Miss Garry 
Tue 6th  Miss McQueen, Mrs Gilbert, Miss Westbrook, Mr 
  Andre, Mrs Gangonells 
Wed 7th Miss Wren, Ms Coppen, Mrs Dyer 
Wed 7th Full Governing Body meeting 6.30pm 
Thu 8th  Mrs Wyld, Mrs Lewis, Mr Read 
Fri 9th  Miss Poulton, Miss Barton, Mrs Mayes 
Fri 9th  Celebration Assembly Yrs 1,3,5 @ 8.45am 
Fri 9th  Year 3 swimming week 5 
Fri 9th   BREAK UP 2.45pm 
 
Mon 19th School Open 
Mon 19th Year 5 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
Thu 22nd Pupil Council with Mr Cooper 8.40am 
Thu 22nd GLOBAL ROCK!  
Fri 23rd Celebration Assembly Yrs 2, 4, 6 @ 8.45am 
 
Mon 26th CLUBS START 
Mon 26th Year 6 families invited to lunch all week – please 
  book with the office 
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Christmas Performances 
 

This year, we have Years 1 and 2     
performing 

‘Christmas Around the World’ 
On Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th 

December @ 1.45pm 
Harry, Ron and Hermione are              

investigating Muggle Christmas          
traditions! 

 
Reception will be performing 
‘The Greatest Nativity Ever’ 

On Wednesday 20th December 
In the school car park. 

 
Years 3 & 4 will be performing at Easter. 

 
Years 5 & 6  will close the year in July with a performance. 



From all of us 

See you on Monday 

8th January 2018! 
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