
Dear Families, 

It has been fabulous to welcome the children back into school for the summer term, and they have 

shown real joy and enthusiasm for their learning and for our new whole school curriculum focus, 

‘Another Brick in the Wall’.  We will continue to split the day between our usual classes and our teacher 

groups, and have found that this has been really beneficial for all children. 

Our Curriculum Focus 

Our summer curriculum focus this year is ’Another Brick in the Wall’ in which the children will be 

exploring how walls have been used to protect and defend, considering a range of different materials 

walls and castles can be built from and looking at the locations of different walls around the world. We 

will be focusing our literacy learning around key texts linked to this; The Three Little Pigs, The Wall in the 

Middle of the Book and The Paperbag Princess.  We are also planning to visit a local fort as well.  Maths 

remains an important focus in Year 1 and we will begin the term by consolidating our multiplication 

understanding before beginning to work on division. We will then look at time, fractions and money, as 

well as problem solving related to these.  We are so proud of the children’s progress in the ‘99 Club’, and 

will continue to work on these each week as well. It would be helpful for children to continue to practise 

these at home and we would also encourage families to log on to Times Tables Rockstars to work on 

these as well.  

Home Learning 

This term home learning will be continue as home learning challenges. These will be a maths challenge 

set on a Friday (to be completed by Monday), a literacy challenge set on a Monday (to be completed by 

Friday) and a curriculum focus challenge set on a Thursday (to be completed by the following Thursday). 

These will continue to be challenges that all the family can help with, and will be rewarded each week on 

a sticker chart and with Dojos, then at the end of the half term certificates will rewarded. We would also 

encourage you to try using Spelling Shed and Reading Eggs with your children as often as possible. We 

have sent logins for these before the holiday– please let us know if you need any support logging in.  

Reading books 

Thank you so much to those who read regularly and send books back to be swapped. It is lovely to read 

the comments in reading records, when your child has read at home. We send home two books which 

are phonetically decodable to help the children build their reading fluency, one book which is at their 

current level and one which is a challenge for them to read. As well as reading these, we encourage you 

to look at a range of story books, non-fiction books and comics with the children. It has been great to be 

able to celebrate those children who read regularly with half-termly certificates, and we will continue to 

do this this term as well. The children have been so proud to receive these.  



Phonics 

We are approaching the phonic screening assessment, which will take place from the 13th June. In 

preparation for this and to support the children’s reading confidence, we continue with our daily focus 

on phonics, learning the key graphemes and consonant blends (below), then practising blending these 

within words to develop reading fluency. We have also started to introduce ‘alien’ words to the 

children, to ensure they are using their phonic knowledge accurately when reading new words. As 

mentioned in the recent phonics meeting, we encourage children to practise their phonics at home as 

well using flashcards, reading books and websites such as Phonics Bloom and Phonics Play. Just as we 

did for the Easter break, we will continue to send alien words and flashcards home over the next few 

weeks. We have also sent home a range of QR codes, which when scanned generate real and alien 

words to read as well.  

Swimming 

The children are extremely excited about starting swimming this term. Our experienced swimming 

teachers from Emma’s Otters will be working with children at all levels for ten weeks, to develop both 

water confidence and swimming technique. Please ensure children bring swimwear, a towel and goggles 

in a named bag, that your child is able to carry themselves. You may also wish to send a healthy snack 

(nut-free) for your child to eat after swimming as well. If you have any questions or concerns, please do 

let us know.  

We are so excited to continue supporting the children in all aspects of their learning and school life.  

Please get in touch via Class Dojo if you have any questions or concerns and we will be happy to help. 

Best Wishes 

The Year 1 Team. 


